Expedition report*

Objective. Mustagh Tower North west Ridge 23850Fft

£<?

/Gasherbrum 2 Austrian Route 8035 metres

Teaifl,, Led Duff,. Jon Tinker, Sandy Allan, Tony Brindle, Alex Held, Andy Greig,
Adrian Clifford.

Time Scale. June 10th to end August. 1984.

The expedition members ( apart from Ir Brindle who was finishing college term) left
London on June 10th and after all preparation in Rawlpindi traveled to Skardu by

bus on June I7th. It was neccessary for me to return to London to collect more funds
and whilst the bulk of the expedition continued on the walk in I waited until June
30th and returned to Pakistan with Tony Brindle.

Base camp was established on June 30th on a meadow above the Kustagh Glacier, all
members and 55 loads arrived safely.

July 1st Recce of the lower icefall to 16000ft. Tinker and Allan
July 2nd Site of campl and the discovery of the lbex trail (a natural pavement up
the cliffs flanking the glacier and eliminating some of the worst of the
lower glacier.” Tinker and Allan
July 3rd A carry to the site of CI Tinker Allan Read and Clifford.
July 4th ClI occupied by Tinker and Allan
July 5th An abortive attempt to carry to Cl by Reid and Clifford due to bad weather
and the collapse of a section of the Icefall.
Tinker and Allan recce to the upper glacier in "white out conditions.”
July 6th Carry to 02 by Tinker and Allan and return to base
July 7th All rest at base in poor conditions
July 8th Tinker and Allan to 01 supported by Reid and Clifford, the later back to base.
July 97h Tinker and Allan occupy C2
July 10ti Tinker and Allan descend to 01 in poor weather
July ITth Duff and Brindle arrive at base, Tinker and Allan descend to base.
July 12th Duff, Brindle, Clifford carry to CI, Tinker and Allan occupy CI
July 13th Buff and Brindle carry to 01, Tinker and Allan occupy Q2
July 14th Tinker and Allan fix 500 mts rope on the icefield leading to the col, all
4he rest stay at base. Tinker and Allan stay at 02
July 15th Duff and Brindle carry to 01, Tinker and Allan descend to base camp,
July 16th Luff and Brindle carry to 02 and return to 01, others rest at base
July 17th Duff and Brindle descend to base, Tinker and Allan go to CI
July 18th Tinker and Allan go to C2, others rest at base
July 19th Tinker and Allan stay at 02 due to snowfall, others at base due to snowfall
July 20th Tinker and Allan fix the rest of the rope to the col on the MW ridge at an
altitude of 20500ft and descend to C2
July 21st Duff and Brindle to CI, Tinker and Allan descend to base
July 22nd Duff and Brindle remain at ClI due to poor weather
July 23rd Duff and Brindle occupy 02
July 24th Duff and Brindle carry to the site of 03 and erect tent (20700ft) , descend
m to 02, Tinker, Alias, Reid and Greig occupy CI
July 25tn Duff and Brindle stay at 02, other four carry to 02 and Allan and Tinker
stay, Reid and Greig descend to ClI
July 26th Duff and frindle occupy 03, Tinker and Allan rest at 02, Reid and Greig descend
to Base,
July 27th Everybody pinned down
July 28th Duff and Brindle climb on the NW ridge to 4 pitches beyond the Brown/Patey ztfce®
04 and Bivi, Tinker and Allan occupy 03
July 29th Buff and Brindle climb to the summit in 15 hrs return®arriving at 4.30pm, Tinker
and Allan occupy bivisits, Duff and Brindle descend to Bivi
July 30th Tinker and Allan reach summit at 10am and descend to Divi at 4pm» Daft and
Brindle descend to 02



July ~Ist Tinker and Allan descend to 02, Duff and Brinfile descend to Base
Runner sent off to Asldnole to collect porters
August 1st Tinker and Allan reach base*
August 2 / 5th rest and pack: to move to Gasherbrum 2*
August 6th Clear up campsite distribute loads to porters®
August 7th Brindle, reid, Tinker and Allan move off towards Gasherbrum base®
Duff and Greig with 4 porters head for Pindi.
August Xlth Gasherbrum base camp established in poor weather
I5th Duff and Greig reach Skardu. Brindle, Allan, Tinker start up the lower
icefall of Gasherbrurn. Arriving at 01 mid afternoon*
14th Brindle, Tinker and Allan get food poisoning and struggle down to base
in poor weather
I5th Duff and Greig- fly from Skardu. Gasherbrum 2 team rest at base
16th to 24th. Gasherbrum 2 team wait but weather gets gradually worse, they decide
to leave
27th Duff and Greig leave Pindi and arrive in London®
Sept 57d Tinker, Allan and Brindle arrive in Rawlpindi
4th Ply to LOndon.

Throughout our stay the weather was reasonable compared to the previous month when

oft of snow had fallen* We all acclimbitised well and had no serious medical problems®
The technical difficulties of the glacier on Kustagh suprised us, being quite

serious icefall for the lower 1000ft, The HW ridge is excellent climbing of a generally
mixed nature* Some of the long snow faces however are distinteLy avalanche prone,

Whilst the rock is of 2 types. Granite overlay on top of shattered limestone® Both

of these tended to be unstable although the granite was fractured into very large blocks
and therefore more reliable* We rad only 1 potentially dangerous incident when an

abseil peg pulled out on Tinker and Allan whilst descending from the summit® This

was luckily before full weight was applied and Allan was still testing the pull®

We found Pakistan a much easier country to operate in than we had been led to
expect, we suffered no theft;or any sort of porter problem/although to a large
degree this is a result of having an excellent Sirdar and treating everybody with a
deal of respect,

Ve did however find that everything was more expensive than advised and as a result we
had to call on funds in UK* It should be noted that hidden expenses and general
lover and abovel costs are about 30y of in Pakistan costs®

Ledically. Lo real problems apart from an occasional headache, Brindle suffered from
bad sunburn on his summit day® Only tne normal stomach bugs otherwise.
Ve all managed to keep our weight loss over the whole expedition to a few pounds.



