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PRELIMINARY FEEDBACK REPORT: SOVIET CENTRAL ASTIA 1991

Th1s was an Anglo/Soviet:Qaving\Expedition to PETER Ist RIDGE
In the PAMIRS in TADZHIKISTAN in SOVIET CENTRAL ASTIA.
14 British cavers for 31 days.

COSTS: INCOME:
Travel England to Moscow £4200. BCRA/SC £450.
Ihternal USSR inc.flights MEF. £1000.
& Helicopter flights £7084 ., RGS. £350.
Insurance £825. PERSONAL £12285.
Equipment £1977.
TOTALS £14085. £14085.
698 014 755
IR
There was a major medical problem. MJiJE Em lh

Peter Cosgrove was taken ill with severe stomach problems.
Luckily the helicopter was coming in to evacuate the mountain
camp the next day and Peter was flown to the main hospital in
Dushanbe.Peter was operated on and along with Judith Cosgrove
they were left behind in the USSR for 2 weeks.They are both now

back in the UK and OK,but we are still sorting out the monies.

THE EXPEDITION

The main expedition went to 2 locations on the Peter Ist Ridge.

Helicopters were used for transportation.Several cave enftances

were explored but no major cave system was found. All the signs

are that there is a major cave system there but it will need

several expeditions to find it. One major cave entrance took

one days climbing to reach but turned out to be an ice cave at

the end of a very dirty glacier.The weather was very bad.

A French caving expedition and a Moscow caving expedition are

also looking on the Peter lst Ridge.A small recci group that went

to Siberia was unable to join the main group because of the coup

in Moscow. All internal flights and helicopters were grounded. We
éD;EQ[T‘ only just made our connection flights back.b Russians coming to UK in

March 92 to discuss findings.
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