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Chukutan °93

The Report of a six person attempt to climb Sumayar (Peak 5753)
situated above the Sumayar Bar Glacier / Upper Barpu Glacier,
South East of Hunza, Northern Pakistan in July 1993.

£3LT



Contentsa

qummary
Tn,rpdnrlinn
pereonnel
Map
Adminislrativo and Logistical Report
pxpedition Log
gecommendat ions for Future Expeditions
acknowledgements
appendices
Expedition Accounts
Stores and Equipment Purchased
personal Equipment List

| Useful Addresses

for further information contact Mr Dillon Hughes,
69 Tyne Park
TAUNTON
TAl1 2RP
(0823) 321230

13

15

16
17
18

19



Summary

. A ' i to
This report contains details of a six pergon climbing expedition ge
the upper Barpu Glacier and an attempt on Peak 5753m/Sumayar . BQC‘N'-;l
of persistent bad weather the expedition made no attempt on it8 i

objective but explored approaches to Girgindil peak, made a T

?lj(;c(‘ﬁﬂinl ascent of Melangush Chish and made an ascent of Rash pnart
5200m.

Introduction

The aim of the expedition was to make the first ascent of Peak 5753mM
(local name Sumayar) from the Sumayar Bar Glacier in Northern
Pakistan. Owing to a number of factors, especially the weatheX. o
were unsuccessful. We left the Uk on Saturday 3rd July and the
majority of the team arrived back on Saturday 31st July.

For the majority of members this expedition was their first experience
of climbing in the greater ranges. Additionally for five of the 81X
members their limited holiday entitlement meant that the chosen
objective needed to be reasonably accessible and of a standard that
was within the capability of the team.

One member of the team had previously made the first ascent of KOX©
I peak (a peak above the Koro glacier which overlooks the Miar
Glacier. As a result of this ‘local’ knowledge Peak 5753m was choserll-
It was anticipated that a base camp could be established within s1X
days of leaving the Uk at an altitude of 4100m.

From arrival at Hopar the last village accessible to motorised
transport and the start of our walk in the weather pattern was
unsettled. Such pattern as there seemed to be consisted of a maximum
of 2 or 3 days clear weather followed by 4 or 5 days of bad weather
with regular falls of snow at base camp. This pattern meant that the
fresh falls of snow had little time to consolidate before the next
fall.

Given that we were unsuccessful on our main objective we made a
credible attempt on Melangush Chish and an ascent of Rash Phari. With
good weather and a fit and committed team much could be done in the
area. The area contains a number of attractive un-climbed peaks of
between 6000m and 7000m.



Expedition pergonnel

pillon Hughes - (39), Educational Adviser, Leader

pete Wells - (45), Police Constable Food

trevor Knief - (50), Police Constable Transport

Bruce Voss - (24), Surveyor Equipment

Nich Wolf - (39), Ambulance officer Medical

Rosie Wytch - (37), Teacher Finances
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This map is copied from 'Elusive Summits’ by Victor Saunders and is
subject to the following:

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic

mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any
d retrieval system, without either prior

m the publisher or a licence permitting
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Library Ltd.
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Administrative and Logistical ReP
ere identifj
organised by committel, Tai:kss:bsecment :ééf‘.ﬂ ang
meetings and progress reported 2 S aally conto bt
S the oG5 Working, TE0N memberzx edition. '
to the actual organisation of the exp

The expedition wag
allocated at
Whilst a demo

8,
; buteg
very little

Himalayan Kingdoms kindly acted as pooking agent with PIA.

Insurance was effected with The Himalayan SpeClangii{ Travel
Insurance Scheme. This was chosen in preference d(D 1 =, >Chen,
available via the BMC because of increased penefits and & fower cog

Because the chosen peak was below 6000m and outside of the restrjct,

areas the Pakistani authorities did not requive pe;m§§5}on £O he
gained. Each mewber of the expedition applied for an én tvidual vig,
by post direct to the Pakistan High Commission 11l London.  Passport
with visa were returned within 7 days of posting-

advance, for delivery

Propane/But i - ased in
pane/Butane gas cylinders were purch North Wales.

in Islamabad, from MLM Systems of Nant peris,

(based in Islamabad) fg,
advance, the booking qf
tation. Communicatigy

We used the services of Expedition Pakistan
the purchase of supplies and equipment 11N
accommodation, the hiring of a cook and transpor |
was by fax and the service was excellent. Mr Qaiser Khan of
Expedition Pakistan is an ex-employee of PIA and was.extremely helpﬁul
with matter’s such as excess baggage and altering uo alteratiop
tickets. Whilst the prices paid for stores and equipment was greatey
than might have been obtained by purchasing direct ﬁrom sqppllers or
through the bazaars the speed and minimum of hassle with which we were
able to depart for the mountains made the modest extra cost worth it,

Insurance for the porters and cook were effected throggh Expeditiop
Pakistan. Whilst our insurance covered the cost of hellcpptgr rescue
the documentation supplied by The Himalayan Spec1a11§ts was
insufficient for us to be issued with helicopter rescue authorlzatlog.
With greater evidence of coverage we would have been able to obtain
helicopter rescue authorization without posting a rescue bond.




Expedition Log

Autumn 1991

' ? e . the
The idea for the expedition resulted from discussions amongst %
members of the West Somerset Mountaineering Club.
Summer 1992
During the‘summer of 1992 the team membership was finalised. Durlzg
the preceding period a number of people who had expressed lnt?r?t
dropped out. A critical factor affecting involvement was the abill 7

to ﬁind the time and money. During the expedition team cohesion an
motivation became an issue as individuals identified personal goals
less ambitious than those stated for the expedition. This divergence
may hgve been anticipated from the varying degrees of involvement .
planning and organisation.

Autumn 1992 to Summer 1993

Regular meetings were held at which tasks were allocateé ang
agreements about training and personal fitness programmes, equipmen
etc were made.

May 1993

Press releases were issued and attracted some interest in the local
media.

3rd July 1993

Members gather in Taunton and travel to Heathrow by mini-bus. We
manage to load all our equipment and stores within the baggage
allowance allocated. The flight depar¥ts on schedule.

4th July 1993

We Arrive in Islamabad and are met by a representative of Expedition
Pakistan. We take possession of stores and equipment, affect
insurance for porters, met and hired Abdul as cook, purchased
additional stores and equipment, paid for all the services from
Expedition Pakistan, registered our presence and intentions with the
British Consul, took delivery of our gas cylinders and prepared to
depart the next day.

5th July 1993

We Load the mini-bus and depart Rawalpindi by 06-00 in a torrential
downpour that lasts nearly six hours. The drive to Chilas is
completed without incident despite a number of near misses as our
driver trusts to Allah rather than common sense.



g check pointg al,
. i e
ure we have produced a Shn:”
. ' -8

of birth, date of 188ue

On route we

s are
the Karakor

N ou
10(]1)]}(\(1 to rnqint‘”‘ at ﬂ\lmﬁ?’)

containing it"}] H“ﬂ‘w"’Y- Previous to depart

»asaPOYT '® names, addreases, place ajority of . °f
E} (e ors And passport pumbers of members. 1N e r? ]fh“ detaig ™™
A;‘R‘faVog the need for us all to get out and fill in We f4‘a!]Hi;
e Check point log,  p Ra;iﬁq of 30 minutes or more: ¢ 2tay dn qp

“hils .. etire,
Chilas Inn and afte a supper delayed by power cuts retir

6th July 1993

Deparc Chilas at
14-00. We tr
to Hopar.
an hours
rupees,

mabad in the Hunza Valle,

At
our equj
Y to hire three jeeps to transport us and qUipmer,

We are PXpGCting to have to pay 600 rupees per jeep. Afr_rj

.
Negotiation the price is reduced from 800 rupees tg 704

07-00 and arrive at Kari

on arrival at Hopar ,
own to a member of .,
Accommodation is in ¢
he Hopar Hilton Hotelt:

2zze the price is agreed we depart for Hopar.

e et by Ibrahim Khan, a local guide kn
empedlt;on from a previous visit to the area.
collection of ex UNHCR tents that comprises t

Discussions with Ibrahim reveal that the weather pattern has Tesultey
in snow lying at a lower altitude than in most years which affec
plans for the siting of base camp. We agree a revised plan and engag,
Ibrahim as guide and head porter. We re-pack our sStores gapy
provisions into porter loads and because of a need to be frugal wip,
our cash we reduce personal equipment so as to reduce the number q¢
porters required.

The community of Hopar consists of five smaller villages and in orde,
to prevent rivalry or worse, porters have to be hired in equa% numberg
from each village. This tricky task is undertaken by Ibrahim.

Once the requisite number of porters is engaged they are introduceg
to us. We do not carry out any form of medical examination. Portey
loads are allocated with the usual vigorous discussion. Departure ig
agreed for 07-00 the next day.

7th July 1993

Departure is shortly after 07-00. The route descends onto the Bualtar
Glacier which can move at up to twenty four feet a day which makes
route finding challenging. We cross to the deserted village of
Shiskin and then cross the Barpu Glacier to Barpu Giram. From there
the route is along a beautiful ablation valley. At 16-00 we stop for
the night at a small meadow with a good water supply. The porters
settle into various nooks and crannies amongst several boulders.
Expedition members either bivouac or camp on a grass plateau 40 meters
across the valley from the porters. At 18-30 the small streams that
flow through the meadow begin to swell as the days melt water arrives.
The effect is similar to the tide coming in and requires us to wade
across for our evening meal.




8th July 1993

8 - 4 ; . the
We depart in slight rain which gradually gets heavier so we end oy
days walk at Chukutan at 13-00. At Chukutan the Mir of Nag2

. _ i of
watchmén requests camp site fees. The valley ig within the domalnare
the &11 of Nagar and he levies a per person nightly charge. we.mrg
assured by Ibrahim that this is a legitimate request. With Ibrahi

help we negotiate a fee lower than the one requested.

One of the porters is brought to us unwell. An examination fev?%lf
a temperature of 103, diarrhoea and severe gastric pains. Our medic?

officer administers Immodium and paracetamol which prompts a rash OP
claims of all kind of ailments amongst the other porters. These€ BE=
dealt with by a firm refusal to issue any other medications.

9th July 1993

The rain has continued intermittently most of the night.

We depart Chukutan for Girgindil at 08-00 in light rain. On route the
porter with the high temperature is declared unwell and unable t©
continue. After discussions about the need for another porter ;o
accompany him back to Hopar it is agreed that he will return under hiS
own steam to Chukutan where he will await the other porters whom we
have planned to pay off once reaching Girgindil.

We reach Girgindil at 14-00 and establish base camp. The porters are
paid off. Ibrahim has agreed to stay another night to help establish
camp. Abdul the cook sets up kitchen in the remains of a roofless
ruin. A couple of spars carried in from the Cedar plantation at

Chukutan allows a weather tight tarpaulin roofed shelter to Dbe
constructed.

That night it snows
10th July 1993

Woke to six inches of snow and the sound of substantial avalanches
somewhere in the cloud that envelopes our camp. By mid-day the mist
has given way to low cloud that allows occasional glimpses of Sumayar
(the local name for our objective). The fresh avalanche cones along
the base of the east face indicate where the sound of avalanches has
been coming from. This necessitates a change of plans. Following
discussions it is decided that an attempt on Melangush Chish is a
safer option and will help with acclimatization and fitness in
readiness for an attempt on Sumayar. It had become apparent on the
walk in that not everyone’s fitness programme had been as rigorous as
necessary with the consequence that the walk in from 2900m to 4100m
had been a struggle. We agreed a route for our attempt that was south
east up the Girgindil valley and then south to an obvious col before
following the ridge south east to the summit. Because of the angle
of the terrain we decided that several days ought to elapse before
making an attempt in order that the recent snow could consolidate.
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py one member gety
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a plastic bag we wake to

We ape " )
pend the day in and around base camp-

12th Jl)l\' 1993
By evening two of

'hﬁ
n,

skies and high Lemperatzﬁ:séffects of too much g,

suffering from sunburn and

A day of clear
members are

ow 8l
A¢ @ result of a brief reconnaissance onto then12:§:m;2 in t:?ﬁe:e:ath:E
?aﬁqllty of members were in favour of makind a2-00 rly
ours of the next day. We agree to leave at 0 '

13th July 1993

We wake at 00-30 and begin packing rucksacks with mlnlmaé gear ag
are not expecting other than a steepish snow plod. Our Wepgrture ig
delayed by 4Smins as one member of the team brews tea:l.tet épart 4
02-45 and make our way into the hanging basin that fac1litates acces,
to the col. At 05-30 four of the team stop in order £o allow ty,
others to catch up. We brew up and after 45 minutes are Janed by one
of the rear guard. Unfortunately a lack of familiarity with the zip
on Buffalo salopettes has resulted in an uncomfortable mess, p,
decides to return to base camp. 30 minutes later'the last member of
the team joins us having lost their way and having abandoned theiy
rucksack and most of their equipment on the basis of they can alwayg
borrow from the rest of us.

We continue to the col with the sunrise gradually lowering the lipe
between twilight and sunshine with the inevitable 1increase ip
temperature consequent affect on the snow. On the way to the col we
rope up for one pitch of Scottish Winter grade 2. The snow has
softened to the point were it has become breakable crust. Two members
decide to wait at the col in anticipation that once the trail has been
broken and they have rested they will be able to follow on. From the
col the going is arduous as the crust proves unreadable and the trail
consists of ten to twenty metres of firm going followed by 40 to 50
metres of bottomless powder. The route is complicated by a convex
slope to the left which poses an avalanche risk and cornices to the
right.

Progress falters, at 5200m with the summit 128m above and 500m along
the ridge, when the feet of the person leading breaks through the
bottom of a cornice. At this point no one is wiling to take over the
lead so we return to the col.

At the col it is apparent that the line of ascent is now avalanche
prone having been exposed to the sun for several hours. There are two
options, continue north west along the ridge until below the snow line
and then descend to base camp or descend from the col to the South
West and then trek around the ridge back to base camp. We decide to

follow the ridge.




mainly

everd
) to

The ridge is comprised of frost 2
shattered rock, snow patches O
breakable crust and loose and unstable scree. It takes &
ﬁyegarlous hours Lo reach a point on the ridge (marked by a cairn
ind a path back into the Girgindil valley and base camp.

It ?s decided to take a days rest and if the weather holds t© 2
again the subsequent night.

14th July 1993

The weather holds.

It is decided that five of the six will try again the next morning
departing at 01-00.

15th July 1993

We wake at 00-00 and three of the five prepare to depart. The other

two decide that the temperature is too high and that they would rather
stay in bed.

Following discussion it is decided that on the basis of previous
performance the odds on success are low and that another days rest ma¥
improve the chances of success.

It is agreed that another attempt will be made the following morning-

16th July 1993

Welwake at 00-00 and start to get ready. By 00-30 it has started to
rain.

By morning several inches of snow have fallen at base camp and the
sound of avalanches thundering down the East face of Sumayar
emphasises the return of bad weather.

We are visited by two Italian climbers. They are carrying all their
own gear and are on an economy trip to the Karakoram. They have
hitched rides to Hunza from Rawalpindi and then walked in from there.
We invite them to dinner and spend the evening discussing approaches
to climbing, climbing politics and food.

17th July 1993
Low cloud and intermittent rain.

One member of the team explores the approaches to Girgindil peak. The
lower flanks comprised of loose shale are threatened by seracs and or
hanging glaciers. They return for supper having found a safe access
route to the south west face.

The two Italians decide to walk into the hanging valley below
Melangush Chish for an attempt once the weather improves. They know
the peak as Bologna Peak, apparently named as such by the Italian
first ascensionists.

10



18th July 1993

Low . ! . .
oW cloud giveg way to sunny periods later if the day

cuttiodreed to wait another day to see if the weithghri:hl“ L Pxo,
7 1Clently to allow another attempt on Melangus sh. g %

JoS Dot materialjge then the team will withdraw to Chukutgay an
attempt Rash Phari 5000y, o -

19th July 19903

Br ! .
oken cloudg give way to bright sunshine.

Abdul walks
Chukutan the
weather permi

orters for the retur, |
11 team of four yi,,*

4

down to Chukutan to hire P A
next day. It is decided that @ S X
tting, make a last attempt on Melangush Chish.

20th July 1993

The team wakes : he attempt. At 00-2q .
and starts preparations for the . 0 i
starts to rain. By 02—00E1tILas become snow. By morning base Cam,

1S covered in several inches of snow..

At 10-00 the first of the porters arrive. Loads are allocated wiy;
a minimum of argument and the team with all equipment I€MAINING Store

and that rubbish which has not been completely burnt set off g,
Chukutan. :

It is decided that four of the team will make the attempt on Rasy
Phari. Three of the team will follow the path to Rash Lake and ascenq
to the summit from there. The fourth will seek a route onto the ridg
of Rash Peak direct from Chukutan and meet up with the others for tp
descent. Both parties take food for two days.

The other two participants decide to return to Hopar. One_to fly back
to England, the other to explore Hopar and the surrounding area as
well as offer assistance to the local medical centre.

21st July 1993

All participants set off at 06-00. The two walking to Hopar reach the
Hopar Hilton at 15-00.

The party of three reach Rash Lake at 14-00 and two of the party after
a short rest, cache their gear ascend to the summit of Rash Phari at
17-00. They return to Rash Lake and Bivouac.

The last member of the expedition finds the route finding more complex

than anticipated and bivouacs at approximately 5050m and a kilometrs
south east of the summit of Rash Peak.

22nd July 1993

The two parties wake at 03-00 to heavy snow fall and decide to wail
for day light and then retreat. _The party of three reach Chukutan &
10-00. The rest of the day awaiting the fourth members return.

11
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W?gz t:e fourth member faile to return by night fall it is dQClghe
tha © beople will search the anticipated route of ascent: the

Mir’'s watchman offers Lo w

. alk : arch alond
ridge towards them. up to Rash Lake and searc

23rd July 1993

At 06-00 two people attempt to follow the most likely route of agcent:

At 08-00 the fourth member returns to Chukutan having reac
ng peerll

vicinity of Chukutan at 23-00 the previous evening but havi
unable to locate the camp had bivouacked.

The search parties are recalled and plans are made for the whole party
to walk out to Hopar the next day.

The two Italians pass through Chukutan having failed to ascent

Melangush Chish. They too were stopped by breakable crust e
unconsolidated powder.

24th July 1993

The remaining members are re-united in Hopar at 18-00 having left
Chukutan at 07-00.

25th July 1993

The members catch the early morning bus to Hunza and after taking time
on route to visit Peshawar depart Islamabad on 30th July 1993.

12
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