
Chukutan 93 

The Report of a six person attempt to climb Sumayar (Peak 5753) 
situated above the Sumayar Bar Glacier / Upper Barpu Glacier, 
South East of Hunza, Northern Pakistan in July 1993. 
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Summary 
This report contains det.ails of a six perBon climbing exxpedition tO 

the uPper Barpu Glacier and an attempt on Peak 5753n/Sumayar . of persistent bad weather the expedition made no attempt on itø main 

object ive but explored approaches to Girgindil Peak, made a nea; successful ascent of Melangush Chish and made an ascent of Rash Phari 
5200m. 

Introduct ion 

Becauge 

The aim of the expedition wag to make the first ascent 
(local name Sumayar) from the Sumayar Bar Glacier in 
Pakistan. Owing to a number of factors, especially the weather were unsuCcessful. We left the Uk on Saturday 3rd July and the 

of Peak 5753m 
Northern 

For the majority of members this expedition was their first experience 
of climbing in the greater ranges. Additionally for five of the s1% 
members their limited holiday entitlement meant that the chosen 

object ive needed to be reasonably accessible and of a standard tna 
was within the capability of the team. 

One member of the team had previously made the first ascent of KOrO 
I peak (a peak above the Koro glacier which overlooks the M1az 
Glacier. As a result of this local! knowledge Peak 5753m was chosen. 
It was anticipated that a base camp could be established within six 

From arrival at Hopar the last village accessible to motorised 
transport and the start of our walk in the weather pattern was 

unsettled. Such pattern as there seemed to be consisted of a maximum 
of 2 or 3 days clear weather followed by 4 or 5 days of bad weather 
with regular falls of snow at base camp This pattern meant that the 
fresh falls of snow had little time to consolidate before the next 
fall. 
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Given that we were unsuccessful on our main objective we made a 
Credible attempt on Melangush Chish and an ascent of Rash Phari. With 
qood weather and a fit and committed team much could be done in the 
area. The area contains a number of attractive un-climbed peaks of 

between 600 Om and 7000m. 

majority of the team arrived back on Saturday 31st July. 

days of leaving the Uk at an altitude of 4100m. 
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Map 4 

This map i copied from Elusive Summits' by Victor Saunders and is 

subject to the following: 

Peak heights in metres 

No part of this publication may be 
reproduced or transmitted in any fOrm or by any means, electronic 

recording, Or including photocopying, 
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any mechanical, 
information storage and retrieval system, without either prio 

permission in writing from the publisher or a licence permitting 

restricted copying -

The Map is reproduced by permission of Hodder & Stoughton./New Eng) i ak 

Library Ltd. 



Administrative and Logistical Report 

Tasks were identified and The expedition was organiged by committee* 
Whilst a democratic way of working some members actually 

Contributed 
allocated at meetings and progress reported at subsequent 

meetings. 
very 1ittle to the actual organisation of the expedition. 

Himalayan Kingdoms kindly 

Insurance 

acted aa booking agent with PIA. 

was effected with 
The Himalayan Specialists, 

Insurance Scheme. This was chosen in preference to the scheme available via the BMC because of inCreased benefits and a lower COst 

areas the Pakistani authorities did not require permission to be Because the chosen peak was below 6000m and outside of the 
restricted 

Each member of the exKpedition applied for an individual visa gained. 
Dy post direct to the Pakistan High Commission in London. 
with visa were returned within 7 days of posting. 

Travel 

ln lslamabad, from MLM Systems of Nant Peris, North Wales. 
Propane/Butane gas cylinders were purchased in advance, for delivery 

Passports 

We used the services of Expedition Pakistan (based in Islamabad) for 
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the booking of 
Communication 

the purchase of supplies and eguipment in advance, 
accommodat ion, the hiring of a cook and transp0rtatl0n. 

was by fax and the Service was excellent. 
Expedition Pakistan is an ex-emplovee of PIA and was extremely helpfu] 
with matter's such as excess baggage and altering no alteration 
tickets. Whilst the prices paid for stores and equipment was greater 

than might have been obtained by purchasing direct from suppliers or 

through the bazaars the speed and minimum of hassle with which we were 
able to depart for the mountains made the modest extra cOst worth it. 

Mr Qaiser Khan of 

Insurance for the porters and cook were effected through Expedition 
Pakistan. Whilst our insurance COvered the cost of helicopter rescue 

the documentation supplied by The was Himalayan Specialists 
insufficient for us to be issued with helicopter rescue authorization. 
With greater evidence of coverage we would have been able to obtain 
helicopter rescue authorization without posting a rescue bond. 



Autumn 1991 

The idea for the expedition resulted from discussions amongst 
members of the West Somerset Mounta ineering Club. 
Summer 1992 

During the summer of 1992 the team membership was finalised. 

Autumn 1992 to Summer 1993 

Expedition Log 

the preceding period a number of people who had expressed interest 
À Critical factor affecting involvement was the ability dropped out. 

to find the time and money. During the expedition team cohesion arid 
mot ivation became an issue as individuals identified personal goa 

less ambitious than those stated for the expedition. This divergence 

may have been anticipated from the varying degrees of involvement* 

May 1993 

3rd July 1993 

the 

Regular meetings were held at which tasks were allocated 

agreements albout training and personal fitness programmes , equipnet 

During 

4th July 1993 

Press releases were issued and attracted some interest in the loca 
media. 

5th July 1993 

and 

Members gather in Taunton and travel to Heathrow by mini-bus. 
manage to load all our equipment and stores within the baggage 
allowance al1located. The flight departs on schedule. 
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We 

We Arrive in Islamabad and are met by a representative of Expedition 
Pakistan. We take possession of stores and equipment, affect 

insurance for porters, met and hired Abdul as cook, purchased 
additional stores and equipment, paid for all the services from 
Expedition Pakistan, registered our presence and intentions with the 
British Consul, took delivery of our gas cylinders and prepared to 
depart the next day. 

We Load the mini-bus and depart Rawalpindi by 06-00 in a torrential 
downpour that lasts nearly six hours. The drive to Chilas is 
completed without incident despite a number of near misses as Our 
dríver trust to Allah rather than common sense. 

planning and organisation. 

etc were made. 



the Karakoram Highway. Previ ious to departure we have produced a sheet 
On route we are required to register at numerous check pointe 

along containing the names, addresses, passport and passort umbers of memkbers. this saves the need for us all to get out. and fill in the details in 
In the majjority of 

cases the check point log. 

6th July 1993 

Chilas Inn and after a supper delayed by power cuts retire, 

14-00, 
to Hopar. 

rupees. 

place of birth, date of 

A Baving of 20 minutes or 

Depar t Chilas at 07-00 and arrive at Karimabad in the Hunza Valley at We try to hire three jeeps to transport us and our 
equipment 

an hours negot iation the price is reduced from 800 rupees to 70o 
We are expecting to have to pay 600 rupees per jeep. 

expedition from a previous visit to the are 

more . 

issue of 
We stay in Ths 

Once the price is agreed we depart for Hopar. On arrival at Hopar We 
are met by Ibrahim Khan, a local quide knoWn to a member of the 

Accommodation is in the 

and 

7th July 1993 

Collection of eX UNHCR tents that comprises the Hopar Hilton Hotel. 

Discussions with Tbrahim reveal that the weather pattern nas resulte 
in snow lying at a lower altitude than in most years WhlCh atfects 
plans for the siting of base camp Ibrahim as guide 

We agree a revised plan and engage 
head porter. We re-pack 

provisions into porter loads and because of a need to be trugal with 
our cash we reduce personal equipment so as to reduce tne number of 
porters required. 

After 

Our stores 
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The community of Hopar Consists of five smaller villages and in order 

and 

to prevent rivalry or worse, porters have to be hired in equal numbers 
from each village . This tricky task is undertaken by Ibrahim. 

Once the requisite number of porters is engaged they are introduced 
to us. We do not carry out anv form of medical examination. 
loads are all0cated with the usual vigorous discussion. Departure is 
agreed for 07-00 the next day. 

Porter 

Departure is shortly after 07-00. The route descends onto the Bualtar 
Glacier which can move at up to twenty four feet a day which makes 
route finding challenging. We cross to the deserted village of 
Shiskin and then cross the Barpu Glacier to Barpu Giram. From there 
the route is along a beaut iful ablat ion valley. At 16-00 we stop for 
the night at a small meadow with a good water supply. The porters 
settle into various nooks and crannies amongst several boulders. 

Expedition members either bivouac or camp on a grass plateau 40 meters 
across the valley from the porters. At 18-30 the small streams that 
flow through the meadow begin to swell as the days melt water arrives. 
The effect is similar to the tide coming in and requires us to wade 
across for our evening meal 



We 

8th 
July 
1993 

We 
are With 

Ibrahim's 

M
ir 

of 

Nagar 
Chukutan 

At the 

The 

o
ffic

e
r 

a te
m

p
e
ra

tu
re

 
of 

1
0

3
, 

d
iarrh

o
ea 

and 

rmedical 

p
ain

s. 

O
ur 

g
a
stric

 

severe 

An 
exam

ination 
reveal 

O
ne 

o
f 

th
e
 

p
o

rte
rs 

is
 

b
ro

u
g

h
t 

to
 

u
s 

unw
ell These 

are 

c
la

im
s 

of 

a
ll 

k
in

d
 

of a
ilm

e
n

ts 

am
ongst 

th
e
 

o
th

e
r 

p
o

rte
rs, 

d
ealt 

w
ith

 

by 
a firm

 

re
fu

sa
l 

to
 

issu
e 

any 

o
th

e
r 

m
e
d

ic
a
tio

n
s. 

9
th

 
Ju

ly
 

1993 T
he 

rain
 

has 

cont 

in
u

e
d

 

in
te

rm
itte

n
tly

 

m
ost 

of th
e 

n
ig

h
t. to

 

On 

route 

the 

A
fte

r 

d
isc

u
ssio

n
s 

about 

th
e
 

need 

fo
r 

a
n

o
th

e
r 

p
o

rte
r 

We 

depart 

C
hukutan 

fo
r 

G
irg

in
d

il 
at 

08-00 

in
 

lig
h

t 

rain
. 

p
o

rte
r 

w
ith

 

th
e 

high 

te
m

p
e
ra

tu
re

 

is
 

d
eclared

 

u
n

w
ell 

an
d

 

u
n

ab
le 

accom
pany 

him
 

back 

to
 

H
opar 

it is 

ag
reed

 

th
a
t 

he 

w
ill 

re
tu

rn
 

under 

T
he 

pO
rters 

are 

Ib
rah

im
 

has 

agreed 

to
 

sta
y

 

an
o

th
er 

night 

to
 

help 

estabL
1S

1 

A
bdul 

th
e
 

cook 

s
e
ts

 

up 

k
itc

h
e
n

 

in
 

th
e
 

re
m

a
in

s 

of 
a ro

o
fle

ss 

w
eather 

tig
h

t 

ta
rp

a
u

lin
 

roofed 

sh
e
lte

r 

to
 

be 

A
 

co
u

p
le 

of 

spars 

carried
 

in
 

from
 

th
e 

C
edar 

p
la

n
ta

tio
n

 

a
t 

cam
p. 

ru
in

. 

a 

T
hat 

n
ig

h
t 

it 

snow
s 

10th 
July 
1993 

F
o

llo
w

in
g

 

By 

m
id-day 

th
e
 

m
ist 

B
ecau

se 

of 

th
e
 

an
g

le 

It 

had 

becom
e 

a
p

p
a
re

n
t 

on 

th
e
 

T
he 

fre
s
h

 

av
alan

ch
e 

co
n

es 

a
lo

n
g

 

W
oke 

to
 

s
ix

 

in
c
h

e
s 

of 

snow
 

and 

th
e
 

sound 

o
f 

su
b

sta
n

tia
l 

a
v

a
la

n
c
h

e
s 

has 

g
iv

en
 

w
ay 

to
 

low
 

clo
u

d
 

th
a
t 

allo
w

s 

o
ccasio

n
al 

g
lim

p
ses 

of 

S
um

ayar 

th
e
 

base 

of 

th
e
 

east 

face 

in
d

ic
a
te

 

w
here 

th
e
 

so
u

n
d

 

of 

a
v

a
la

n
c
h

e
s 

h
as 

som
ew

here 

in 

th
e
 

clo
u

d
 

th
a
t 

en
v

elo
p

es 

our 

cam
p. 

w
ill 

h
elp

 

w
ith 

a
c
c
lim

a
tiz

a
tio

n
 

and 

fitn
e
s
s
 

in
 

T
h

is 

n
e
c
e
s
s
ita

te
s
 

a change 

of 

p
la

n
s 

d
iscu

ssio
n

s 

it 

is 

d
ecid

ed
 

th
a
t 

an 

attem
pt 

on 

M
elangush 

C
hish 

is 
a 

W
e 

ag
reed

 
a ro

u
te 

for 

o
u

r 

attem
p

t 

th
a
t 

w
as 

so
u

th
 

w
alk 

in
 

th
a
t 

not 

e
v

e
ry

o
n

e
's 

fitn
e
ss 

program
m

e 

had 

been 

as 

rig
o

ro
u

s 

as n
e
c
e
ssa

ry
 

w
ith

 

th
e
 

co
n

seq
u

en
ce 

th
at 

th
e
 

w
alk 

in
 

fro
m

 

290 
Om 

to
 

4100m
 

(th
e
 

lo
c
a
l 

nam
e 

fo
r 

our 

o
b

je
c
tiv

e
) 

. 

east 

u
p

 

th
e
 

G
irg

in
d

il 

v
alley

 

and 

then 

so
u

th
 

to
 

an 

obvious 

col 

b
e
fo

re
 

o
f 

th
e
 

te
rra

in
 

we 

8 

we 
end 
the 

depart 

in 

slig
h

t 

rain
 

w
hich 

g
ra

d
u

a
lly

 
go 
h

e
a
v

ie
r 

g
ets valley 

is 

w
ithin 

th
e 

dom
ain 

O
 th

e
 

M
ir 

o
f 

N
agar 

a
n

d
 

he 

le
v

ie
s 

a p
er 

person 

n
ig

h
tly

 

ch
arg

e. 

a
ssu

re
d

 

by 

Ib
rah

im
 

th
at 

th
is

 

ig
 

a leg
itim

ate 

reg
u

est 

h
elp

 

we 

n
e
g

o
tia

te
 

a fee 

lo
w

er 

th
an

 

th
e
 

one 

req
u

ested
. 

days 

w
alk 

a
t 

C
hukutan 

at 

13-00. 

w
atchm

an 

re
q

u
e
sts 

cam
p 

s
ite

 

fe
e
s 

rash 
of a

d
m

in
iste

rs 

Im
m

odium
 

and 
a p

aracetam
o

l 
w

hich 

prom
pt8 

oW
n 

ste
a
m

 

to
 

C
h

u
k

u
tan

 

w
here 

he 

w
ill 

aw
ait 

th
e
 

o
th

e
r 

p
o

rte
rs

 

W
iol 

have 

p
lan

n
ed

 

to
 

pay 

off 

once 

reaching 

G
irg

in
d

il. 

cont 
inue 

W
e 

reach
 

G
irg

in
d

il 

at 

14 

-0
0

 

and 

e
sta

b
lish

 

base 

cam
p. 

C
hukutan 

allo
w

s 

C
o

n
stru

c
te

d
. 

paid 

o
ff. 

d
ecid

ed
 

th
a
t 

sev
eral 

d
ay

s 

ought 

to
 

e
la

p
se

 

b
e
fo

re
 

re
a
d

in
e
ss 

fo
r 

an 

attem
p

t 

on 

Sum
ayar. 

m
aking 

an 

a
tte

m
p

t 

in
 

o
rd

e
r 

th
a
t 

th
e 

recen
t 

snow
 

co
u

ld
 

c
o

n
so

lid
a
te

. 

fo
llo

w
in

g
 

th
e
 

rid
g

e 

so
u

th
 

east 

to
 

th
e 

sum
m

it. 

been 
com

ing 
from

. sa
fe

r 
o

p
tio

n
 

an
d

 

had 

been 
a stru

g
g

le
. 



11th July 1993 

anxious after waking with mild hyperventilation that is cured by After a night of occasi ional gnow digturbed by one member 

getting 
breathing into a plastic bag we wake to low cloud and no rain 

We spend the dav in and around base can 

12th July 1993 
A day of clear skies and high temperatures. members are suffering from sunburn and the effects of too much Sun, 

As a result of a brief reconnaissance onto the lower snoW slopes the 
majority of members were in favour of making an attempt in the early 

hours of the next day. 
13th July 1993 

By evening two of. the 

We agree to leave at 02-00. 

We wake at 00-30 and beqin packing rucksacks with minimal gear as wa 
are not expecting other than a steepish snow plod. 

Qelayed by 45mins as one memher of the team breWs ted 
Qur departure is 

We depart at 
02-45 and make our way into the hanging basin that facilitates access 

At 05-30 four of the team stop in order to allow the to the col. 
others to catch up. We brew up and after 45 minutes are joined by 

ie rear guard. Unfortunatelv a lack of familiarity with the zins 

Oburralo salopettes has reSulted in an uncomtortable mess, he 

decides to return to base camp. 30 minutes later the last member nf 

the team joins us having l0st their way and having abandoned their 

borrow from the rest of us. 
rucksack and most of their equipment on the basis of they can always 

We continue to the col with the sunrise gradually lowering the line 
between increase in inevitable twilight and sunshine with the 
temperature consequent affect on the snow. On the way to the col we 
rope up for one pitch of Scottish Winter grade 2 
Softened to the point were it has become breakable crust. 
decide to wait at the col in anticipation that once the trail has been 
broken and they have rested they will be able to follow on. From the 
Col the going is arduous as the crust proves unreadable and the trail 
Consists of ten to twenty metres of firm going followed by 40 to 50 
metres of bottomless powder. The route is complicated by a convex 

follow the ridge. 

The snow has 
Two members 

Progress falters, at 520Om with the summit 128m above and 50Om along 
the ridge, when the feet of the person leading breaks through the 
bottom of a cornice. At this point no one is wiling to take over the 
lead So we return to the col. 

At the col it is apparent that the line of ascent is now avalanche 
prone having been exposed to the sun for several hours. There are two 
options, continue north west along the ridge until below the snow line 
and then descend to base camp or descend from the col to the South 

West and then trek around the ridge back to base camn We decide to 

slope to the left which poses an avalanche risk and cornices to he 
right. 
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by 

th
e
 

Ita
lia

n
 

M
elanqush 

C
hish 

fo
r 

an 

attem
pt 

once 

the 

w
eather 

im
proves 

Italian
s 

decide 

tw
o

 

10 

p
re

c
a
rio

u
s 

h
o

u
rs 

to
 

reach
 

a (m
arked 

by 

p
o

in
t 

on 

th
e 

rid
g

e 

morning 

th
at 

fiv
e
 

of 

th
e
 

th
e
 

six
 

w
ill 

try
 

ag
ain

 

rather 

tw
o 

decide 

th
a
t 

th
e 

te
m

p
e
ra

tu
re

 

th
a
t 

th
ey

 

is 

to
o

 

high 

and 

im
prove 

th
e
 

ch
an

ces 

of 
su

c
c
e
ss. 

F
o

llo
w

in
g

 

d
isc

u
ssio

n
 

fa
lle

n
 

a
t 

b
a
se

 

cam
p 

an
d

 

th
e
 em

p
h

asises 

th
e
 

re
tu

rn
 

o
f 

bad 

w
eath

er. 

av
alan

ch
es 

Sound 

of 

first 
a
sc

e
n

sio
n

ists. 

The 



periods 

later 
in 

the 

day. 

g
iv

e
s 

w
ay 

t
o

 

sunny 

1
8

th
 

J
u

ly
 

1993 Low
 

cloud 

C
hukutan 

I
f
 

th
ig

 

Melangush 

attem
p

t 

Rash 

P
hari 

5200m
. 

1
9

th
 

Ju
ly

 
1993 

four 
sm

all 

B
roken 

clouds 

give 

way 

to
 

bright 

sunsh1ne 
-

nake 
a 

last 

attem
pt 

on 

M
elangush 

Chish. 

C
hukutan 

th
e
 

next 

day 
w

eather 
p

erm
ittin

g
, 

2
0

th
 

Ju
ly

 
1993 At 00

-2
0

 
i By 

m
orning 

base 

1
ie

 

team
 

w
akes 

and 

sta
rts 

n
ren

aratio
n

s 

fo
r 

th
e 

a
tle

n
p

 

By 

02-00 allo
cated

 
Loads 

a hn1m
um

 
of 

arqum
ent 

and 

th
e
 

team
 

w
ith

 

a
ll 

equipm
ent 

rem
ain1ng 

stores 

At 

1
0

-0
0

 

th
e
 

firs
t 

of 

th
e
 

p
o

rte
rs 

a
rriv

e
. 

has 

not 

been 

com
pletely 

burnt 

set 

off C
hukutan. 

w
ill 

follow
 

th
e
 

p
ath

 
to 

R
ash 

L
ake 

and 

ascend 

of 

th
e 

team
 

w
ill 

m
ake 

th
e 

attem
p

t 
on 
Rash 

to 

th
e
 

sum
m

it 

from
 

th
e
re

. 

The 

fo
u

rth
 

w
i1l 

seek 
a ro

u
te 

o
n

to
 

th
e 

ridge OI 

R
ash 

P
eak 

d
irect 

from
 

C
hukutan 

and 

m
eet 

up 

w
ith

 

th
e 

o
th

ers 

for 
the 

T
hree 

of 
th

e
 

One 

to
 

fly
 

back th
e 

other 

to
 

explore 

H
opar 

and 

th
e
 

surrounding 

area 
as 

The 

o
th

er 

tw
O

 

p
articip

an
ts 

decide 
to

 

retu
rn

 

to
 

H
opar. 

w
ell 

as 

o
ffe

r 

a
ssista

n
c
e
 

to 

th
e
 

lo
c
a
l 

m
edical 

cen
tre. 

to
 

E
n

g
lan

d
, 

2
1

st 
Ju

ly
 

1993 The 

tw
O

 

w
alking 

to
 

H
opar 

reach 
the 

A
ll 

p
articip

an
ts 

se
t 

off 
at 

06-00. 

H
opar 

H
ilto

n
 

at 

1
5

-0
0

. 

The 

p
a
rty

 
of th

re
e
 

reach 

Rash 

L
ake 

at 

14-00 

and 

tw
O

 
of 

th
e 

p
a
rty

 

after a sh
o

rt 

re
s
t, 

cache 

th
e
ir 

g
ear 

ascen
d

 

to
 

th
e 

sum
m

it 

of 

R
ash 

P
h

ari 
at 

T
hey 

re
tu

rn
 

to
 

R
ash 

L
ake 

and 

B
ivouac. 

17-00. 
The 

last 

m
em

ber 
of 

th
e
 

expedition 

finds 

the 

route 

finding 

m
ore 

complex 

22nd 
Ju

ly
 

1993 

The 
p

arty
 

of 
th

re
e
 

reach 

C
hukutan 

at 

11 

does 
the 

team
 

w
ill 

withdraw 
to

 
not 
m

ateria]lise 

and 

th
e
n

 

Chish. 

su
ffic

ie
n

tly
 

to
 

allo
w

 

another 

attem
pt 

on 

It Cher 

day 

to
 

see 
if 

the 

weather 

w
ill 

is
 

im
p

ro
te

 

ag
reed

 

to
 

w
ait 

anot} 

team
 

of wil] 

a It 

is 

decided 

that 

th
e
 

A
bdul 

re
tu

rn
 

to
 

hire 

porters 
for 

w
alks 

dow
n 

to
 

C
hukutan 

i
t
 

has 

becom
e 

snoW
 

. 

is
 

c
o

v
e
re

d
 

in
 

s
e
v

e
ra

l 

in
c
h

e
s 

of 

snow
. 

. 

s
ta

r
ts

 
to

 
ra

in
. 

are 
w

ith and 

th
a
t 

ru
b

b
ish

 

w
hich 

B
oth 

p
arties 

tak
e 

food 

fo
r 

tw
o 

days. 

descent. 

team
 

lt 

is 

decided 

th
a
t 

four 

P
h

ari. 
th

an
 

an
ticip

ated
 

an
d

 

b
iv

o
u

acs 
at approxim

ately 

505O
m

 

and 
a kilom

etre 

S
outh 

east 

of 

the 

sum
m

it 
of 

R
ash 

Peak. 

m
he 

tW
O

 

p
a
rtie

s 

w
ake 

at 

0
3

-0
0

 

to
 

heavy 

snow
 

fa
ll 

and 

d
ecid

e 

to
 

walt 

T
he 

rest 

of 
th

e
 

d
ay

 

aw
aitin

g
 

th
e 

to
u

rth
 

m
em

bers 

re
tu

rn
. 

for 

day 

light 

and 

then 

retreat. 

10-00. 



is 
decided 

The 

night 

fall 
it 

gearch 

rid
g

e 
to

w
ard

s 
th

em
. 

23rd 
Ju

ly
 

1993 At 

06-00 

tw
o

 

people 

ascent. 

attem
pt 

route 

reached 

unable 

to
 

lo
cate 

th
e 

cam
p 

had 

bivouacked. 

T
he 

search
 

p
a
rtie

s
 

are 

re
c
a
lle

d
 

and 

p
lan

s 

are 

m
ade 

fo
r 

th
e
 

w
hole 

Po to
 

w
alk 

o
u

t 

to
 

H
opar 

th
e 

next 

day. and 
ascent 

t
o

 Crust 

w
ere 

stopped 

by 

b
reak

ab
le 

pass 

th
ro

u
g

h
 

C
hukutan 

h
av

in
g

 

fa
ile

d
 

T
hey 

to
o

 

Ita
lia

n
s 

M
elangush 

C
hish. 

u
n

co
n

so
lid

ated
 

pow
der. 

T
h

e 
tw

o
 

24th 
Ju

ly
 

1993 The 

2
5

th
 

J
u

ly
 

1993 T
he 

m
em

bers 

catch
 

th
e
 

e
a
rly

 

m
orning 

bus 

to
 

H
unza 

and 

12 

W
hen 

th
e
 

fo
u

rth
 

m
em

ber 

fa
ilg

 

to
 

retu
rn

 

b
y

 

th
at 

tw
o

 

p
eo

p
le 

w
ill 

search
 

th
e
 

an
ticip

ated
 

ro
u

te 

of 

a8ce 

along 

the M
ir's 

w
atchm

an 

o
ffe

rs
 

t
o

 

w
alk 

up 

t
o

 

R
ash 

L
ak

e 

an
d

 

of 

to
 

fo
llo

w
 

th
e 

m
ost 

lik
e
ly

 

the 

At 

0
8

-0
0

 

th
e
 

fo
u

rth
 

m
em

ber 

re
tu

rn
g

 

to
 

having 

C
h

u
k

u
tan

 

been 

v
ic

in
ity

 

of 

C
hukutan 

at 

23-00 

th
e 

but 

having 
previous 
evening 

rem
ain

in
g

 

m
em

bers 

a
re

 

re-

u
n

ited
 

in
 

H
opar 

at 

18-00 

h
av

in
g

 

eL C
h

u
k

u
tan

 
at 
07-00. 

a
fte

r 
ta

k
in

g
 

t on 

ro
u

te 

to
 

v
isit 

P
eshaw

ar 

d
ep

art 

Islam
ab

ad
 

on 

3
0

th
 

Ju
ly

 

1993 
-



Expedi.tiong 

Infornat 
ion 

for 

Future 

R
ecom

m
endat 

io
n

s 
an

d
 

w
ould 

It 

T
m

a
k

e
 

a 

fa
ll 

A
fter 

sn
o

w
 

th
e
 s
a
fe

 
w

ith
 

D
iffic

ile
. 

face 
w

ith T
he 

S
u

m
m

it. h
at 

Continuation 
rib 

to
 

the an
g

le 

of 

th
e
 

face 

is 

50 

degrees. 

C
ro

ssin
g

 

o
f 

a q
u

lly
 

to
 

reach
 

a 

G
irgindi) 

below 

the 

south 

w
est 

face 
of A

 

ro
u

te
 

in
to

 

th
e
 

h
an

g
in

g
 

v
alley

 

On the 
expected 

in
d

istin
ct 

from
 a
n

a
 

rO
ck 

fa
ll 

e
n

ta
ile

d
 

n a m
ore 

d
irect 

approaC
n. 

a
ssu

re
d

 

Our 

quide, 

Ibrahim
 

Khan, T
h

e 
f
e
e
 

w
as 

us certainly 

N
a
g

a
r's 

w
atchm

an 

b
ased

 
at 

C
hukutan. 

w
as 

a
ll 

en
tered

 

in
to

 

an 
T

o 

get 

o
u

r 

C
ook 

to
 

use 
th

e
 

p
resS

u
re 

O
n 

a num
ber 

of 

O
C

casio
n

s 

he 
a
c
te

d
 

as 
go 

W
e 

fo
u

n
d

 

o
u

r 

guide 

Ib
rah

im
 

K
han 

to
 

be 

fa
ir, 

h
o

n
est 

an
d

 

v
ery

 

sk
ilfu

l 
sm

aller 
o

f 

num
ber 

c
o

n
sid

e
ra

b
le

 

B
ecause 

th
e
 

w
alk 

in
 

w
as 

co
m

p
arativ

ely
 

sh
o

rt 

th
e
 

am
ount 

due 

to
 

each 

have 

We 

fa
ile

d
 

t¡ 

get 

th
e
 

p
rice 

we 

paid 

fo
r 

them
 

back 

but 

D
ue 

to
 

th
e
 

b
a
d

 

w
eath

er 

we 

used 

very 

few
 

of 

th
e
 

im
p

o
rted

 

P
ropane/B

utane 

fo
u

n
d

 

th
at 

we 

co
u

ld
 

get 
a b

e
tte

r 

p
rice 

fo
r 

m
ost 

th
in

g
s 

in
 

G
ilg

it 

than 

in 
Islam

abad,/R
aw

alpindi. 

g
as 

w
hat 

else 
he an

d
 

H
aving 

hired 
a cook 

we 

ought 
to he 

c
o

u
ld

 
d

o
 

on 

w
hat 

E
vervone 

fo
u

n
d

 

th
e 

fo
o

d
 

at 

b
ase 

cam
p 

to
 

be 

re
p

e
titiv

e
 

an
d

 

unappealing. 

It 

is 

v
ery

 

easy
 

to
 

u
n

d
er 

e
stim

a
te

 

th
e
 

num
ber 

an
d

 

am
ount 

of 

tr
e
a
ts

 

that 

w
ill 

be 

re
g

u
ire

d
 

to
 

a
lle

v
ia

te
 

th
e
 

ted
iu

m
 

of 

c
u

rrie
d

 

p
o

ta
to

e
s 

a
n

d
 

rice 

or 
sp

icy
 

13 

th
a
t 

a 

series 
of 

ribs 

w
ith 

gullieg 

T
he 

e
a
s
t 

fa
c
e
 

is
 

suitable 
Sm

all 

team
 

w
ith 

alpine 

experience 
of 

at le
a
s
t 

o
b

je
c
tiv

e
 

fo
r 

a 

Peak 

5
7

5
0

 

remains 

Sum
ayar) 

un-cl 

imbed. 
(Local 
name 

Observations 
Suggest 
that 
a 

feasible 

and 
ro

u
te 

fro
m

 
G

irg
in

d
il 

exists 
of 

the 

face 

following 
a 

rib 

on 

th
e
 

one 

rig
h

t 
hand 
side 

avalanches 
for 

several 

days 

a
f
te

r
w

s
 

a
r
d

s
. 

w
as 

v
ery

 
activ

e 

channel 
avalanche 
the 

glacier. 

a
n

d
 

to
 

sto
n

e 

fa
ll 

peak 
traverse 

from
 

th
e 

C
rest 

th was 
form

g 

d
isco

v
ered

 
and 
in

v
o

lv
ed

 
a L

ow
ed 

the 
Jindil 

valley. 

T
his 

traverse 

foll 
southern 
edge 

ar 

t
o

 

th
e
 

G
irg

i 

to 

pay 

cam
ping 

fees 
by 

th
e
 

M
ir 

w
a
lk

 

in
 

w
e 

of 

w
e
re

 

4950m
 

an 

enabled 
an

 

approach 
to

 
risin

g
 

th
e
 

te
rra

c
e
 

sta
rt 

o
f 
a
v

o
id

in
g

 

the 

objective 

dangers 
of clim

bing 

se
ra

c
 

on 
G

irg
in

d
il when 

the 

m
oney 

exchanged 

hands 

th
is

 

w
a
s 

c
o

rre
c
t 

an
d

 

o
ffic

ia
l 

1
o

o
k

in
g

 

receip
t 

boOK 
. 25 

ru
p

e
e
s 

p
e
r 

te
n

t 

p
er 

n
ig

h
t. 

sto
v

e
 

and 

u
rte

n
tiy

 
as 

so 

few
 

ex
p

ed
itio

n
s 

base 

th
em

selv
es 

at 

G
irg

in
d

il 
and 
as Lne 

arnnual 

m
igration 

of 

th
e
 

popul 

atio
n

 
no 
lo

n
g

er 

reach
es 

G
irg

in
d

il 
a 

P
le

n
tlIu

l 

su
p

p
ly

 
of 

fire
 

w
ood 

cO
u

ld
 

be 

e
a
sily

 

o
b

ta
in

e
d

 

tro
m

 

th
e 

sm
al) P

a
rd

rIln
 

m
eant 

th
a
t 

so
m

eo
n

e 

had 

to
 

w
atch

 

o
v

e
r 

him
 

e
v

e
ry

 

tim
e 

ne 

cO
oked 

a
s 

he 

m
uch 

p
re

fe
rre

d
 

to
 

cook 

on 

w
ood 

as 

he 

c
la

im
e
d

 

it 

w
as 

m
ore 

C
o

n
tro

lla
b

le
, 

e
a
sie

r 

to
 

lig
h

t 

an
d

 

sa
fe

r. 

C
o

p
se

s 
of 

c
e
d

a
r 

tre
e
s
. 

b
etw

een
 

an
d

 

n
e
g

o
tia

to
r 

and 

e
n

su
re

d
 

we 

w
ere 

n
o

t 

rip
p

e
d

 

o
fI 

and 

got us 

lo
c
a
l 

p
ric

e
s 

fo
r 

fo
o

d
 

and 

tra
n

sp
o

rt. 

at 

m
an

ag
in

g
 

th
e
 

p
o

rte
rs. 

to
 

u
s
 d
e
n

o
m

in
a
tio

n
 

n
o

te
s 

in 
o

rd
e
r 

to
 

p
ay

 

th
e
ir 

w
ag

es. 

required 

porter 

b
o

ttles. 
le

n
til 

and 
v

eg
etab

le 

stew
. 

C
o

n
su

lted
 

him
 

m
ore 

recom
m

ended 

we 
ta

k
e
 

w
ith

 

u
s 

h
av

e 
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