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'The Endless Day’
Mike '"Twid' Turner, Louise Thomas, Jerry Gore and Shaun
Hutson made the first ascent of The Stewart valley 'Citadel' via
their 900m route "The Endless Day'. Being the first ever British
climbing team, and second ever, the climbers were gobsmacked at
the potential of the Arctic valley, all members thought it was as
impressive as Yosemite. The 25 pitch route was climbed in some
of the worst weather the team had experienced anywhere else in
the world. The climb took from midway through May to the
middle of June. After fixing 500m of rope, the team moved up in
capsule style to establish a hanging portaledge camp at half
height. Eight nights were spent living in portaledges during
freezing conditions. It snowed most days. From the portaledges
the team climbed up an impressive corner to the summit of the
Citadel. Fate was on the team's side, as the team climbed over the
top of this impressive wall the clouds cleared and the sun came
out. The breath taking view rounded off a very successful
expedition. The final push took a 36-hour day to climb to the
summit and return to the camp. The endless light of the Arctic
allowing sun on the wall from 8pm to 8 am. This was the first all
British team to make a new route in the Frozen Fjords of Baffin's
East Coast.




Sponsors of the Expedition

Climbing in one of the most remote areas in the world is not easy to organise. Amongst the four
of us we have been on over 30 Expeditions to Greater Ranges. This Expedition, we all felt, was
one of the most demanding and most difficult to organise. The logistics' of organising transport,
outfitters, moving of gear and then generating funds was the biggest headache of the whole trip
If it wasn't for the encouragement and support, financially and through equipment sponsors, the
four of us would never had this amazing experience. We all felt the climbing and the wilderness
experience exceeded are wildest dreams and we hope it was well worth their support of British
climbing on this world setting.

Cheers.

KARRIMOR

Great thanks to Bill and his committed team. Robert Bruce for his development in the clothing.
Larry and Maff for their excellent breathable rainflies and haulbags. Carol and Yvonne for their
sturdy stitching on the gear. Karrimor certainly proved their commitment to developing
mountaineering equipment to the highest specification. The gear was all excellent.

W.H.Gore

The breathable material provided by Gore was perfect for keeping the moisture levels in the
ledges down to a minimum.

Sony

Who helped provide the video cameras and other recording devices necessary to make the short
film?

Boreal and Andy Bowman

Thanks to Andy for providing the excellent Insulated Fires that were needed to climb in such
extreme conditions.

Mammut

The Mammut static and Galaxy ropes were excellent and were easily a match for the harsh
environment. Thanks for Andy Bowman and Jo for the support again. The team on many Big
Wall adventures had used these well-tested ropes.

DMM

Thanks for Paul Simkiss, Richard Cuthbertson and Fred Hall for supplying all our hardware.
The DMM mashie is now a tried and tested piece of gear.

Carinthea

Supplied the expedition with excellent sleeping bags. At times the temperatures where less than
minus 20 degrees and never did anybody have a cold night.

Wayfarer Foods

Thanks to Carol Dickinson at MCS for their excellent hydrated meals. Without any doubt the
ultimate Big wall meal.

Cotswold the Outdoor People

For helping promote the venture and sponsoring the lecture series.

Iain Peter and Tony Penning

For the references and encouragement.

Mount Everest Foundation

It is not suprising that British mountaineering is holding its head high with so many expeditions
now leaving its shores. Without the work of Bill Ruthven and the MEF many would struggle to
raise the funds necessary. The donation certainly made the venture a possibility. Cheers.
British Mountaineering Council

Thanks to the BMC and Andy McNea for their generous grant to help fund the trip.

Alison Chadwick Fund
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THE TEAM

Jerry Gore

Background

Age 37 Jerry is Marketing Director for the outdoor Equipment Company Cotswald Outdoors.
He has worked in the outdoor industry as retailer, manufacturer, and equipment consultant and
expedition coordinator for 15 years,

Climbing Summary

He has climbed all over the UK and the Alps up to E6 and Scottish V1I, and has climbed
numerous big walls in Yosemite including Zenyatta Mondata (A3+ New Wave) and The
Shortest Straw (A4 New Wave) currently the most technical aid climb by a British team.

Alpine/Long Route Experience

8 summers and 4 winters in the Alps and 3 winters in Arctic Norway establishing new ice
climbs. Second British ascent of the Gabarrou Direct (ED3, 7a) on the Red Pillar of Brouillard,
new direct route on North Face Of Petite Dru (ED3), North Face of the Eiger, various solo
speed ascents including the Brenva Face of Mont Blanc (4 hours) and the Homli Ridge on the
Matterhom.

Expeditions:

Since 1977 he has established new routes and led expeditions to Shishapangma (8013m) in
Tibet, Manaslu North (Nepal), The Shield (Patagonia), Great Cross and The Turret (Baffin
Island), Howser Tower (Canadian Bugaboos), Nulamatorsoq (Southern Greenland), Nevado
Cayesh, Cashan, Pisco, Chopicalqui and Nevado Churup(Peruvian Andes), the Troll Wall in
Winter, the Russian Pamirs, Pakistan, Alaska, Zimbabwe and Iceland. He won the BBC Mick
Burke award in 1986 for his film in the Cordillera Blanca of Peru and has used video up to 7000
meters.

Mike "Twid' Turner

Background
Age 32 working in N Wales for the last 8 years as a full-time instructor at Plas y Brenin.

Has been climbing for 15 years and is a UTAGM mountain guide & MIC holder.

Climbing Summary

Has led up to E8 traditionally and 8a on bolts including numerous first ascents in North Wales.
Notable ascents: Vitalstatistix E8 , first ascent of Howl at the Moon E76¢ (Castell Cidwm).
Winter climbing grade VII (ice & mixed) in Wales, Scotland, France, States and Canada.

Notable ascents: Baisser de la Lune, Octopussy, Pilsner Pillar and an early repeat of The Fly.

Alpine / long route experience

9 summers and 4 winters in Alps, lots of personat and guided routes. Notable ascents: Watker
Spur, Freney Pillar, Divine Providence (Chamonix) and The Fisch (Dolomites). USA - big
walls: Hallucinogen Wall, Zion Walls, The Black Canyon of the Gunnison (Utah) and The
Nose, Shield & Satathe wall (Y osemite).




Expeditions:

of Dollars (800m).

<omy and A Fist Full
50m) y and first ascent of

Patagoma ‘93 & 95 First ascents of Caveman (7: 1300m
Greenland ‘96 Second ascent of Moby Dick (Ulamertorssuaq =

Umwelten (Nulamatorsoq - 700m), Mali 97
a new route Live and Let Die

Notth Wales expedition to Beatrice, Pakistan 1997, climbed 1998, Nawas [ 100m wall.

(700m A3+ /E3). Led North Wales Expedition to Nangma Valley

Louise Thomas

Background _

Age 35 working in North Wales for 7 years as a full-time instructor at Plas y fzremln. (I;I,as been
climbing for 15 years and is a UTAGM mountain guide & MIC holder, and is Scotland’s only
female guide.

Climbing Summary
Leads ES on traditional routes and has climbed extensively in the U

Winter climbing grade V/6 (ice & mixed) in Wales, Scotland, France and Canada.

K, Europe and Jordan

Alpine / long route experience

9 summers and 3 winters in Alps, many guided and personal routes

Notable ascents: American Direct - in a day, Cengalo N Buttress, N face of Mt Scercen and
traverse of the Bernina (Alps)

USA - big walls: Hallucinogen Wall, The Black Canyon of the Gunnison (Utah) and The Nose,
Shield & Salathe (Yosemite)

Expeditions:
Patagonia ‘93 & “95: first ascents of Caveman (750m) and A Fist Full of Dollars (800m)

Greenland ‘96: second ascent of Moby Dick (Ulamertorssuaq - 1300m) @d first ascent of
Umwelten (Nulamatorsoq - 700m). Mali 97. N Wales expedition to Beatrice, Pakistan 1997
climbed a new route (700m A3+ /E3). N Wales Expedition to Nangma, Pakistan - new 700m
wall1998.

Shaun Hutson

Background Shaun has lived in Chamonix in the French Alps for the last seven years. Heis
currently going through the UTAGM Mountain Guides scheme and will be qualified by the late
summer of ‘99. He has been climbing for 16 of his 33 years.

Climbing Summary

Lead’s E7 traditional on site and 7c+ on bolts. He has climbed extensively throughout Europe,
the UK and USA.

Winter climbing standard of VII Ice and Mixed in both Scotland and Europe.

Alpine and Big wall Experience



Ten summers and seven winter scasons in the European Alps. Oodies of time on the hill
climbing 1ce & rock and skiing. Ascents include Croz Spur, Shroud solo, Grand Cap winter
solo aid ete. in the Mont Blanc Massive and the Fisch and Brandler Hasse in the Dolomites.
Big walls in the USA include: The Nose, Salathe Wall, Half Dome, Lost Arrow Spire, Leaning
Tower, Mount Watkins S. Face and The Prow in Yosemite,

All members of the climbing team write regularly and produce photographs for adventure
magazines such as Trail, OTE, High, Climber, Adventure Travel, FHM and GQ Active,
local and national papers. Additionally they have appeared in TV BBC programmes such
as “Tracks™ and “The Edge” as well as numerous radio programmes such as Radio 4's
“Rambling”™, and Radio Scotland’s “Living On The Edge”, and “Guiding Light”.

Where is the Stewart Valley?

The Stewart valley is a deep hidden valley nestled between the Sam Fjord and the Gibbs Fjord
on the East Coast of Baffin Island. An American team had visited the valley the previous year,
climbing a new route on Sail Peak. No other expeditions had been in the valley, to climb the
walls. On the way into the valley we were very impressed with the quality and size of the
unclimbed rock in the other Fjords, but nothing prepared us for the vista as we turned into the
Stewart Valley. None of us had seen so many unclimbed quality walls, most 1000m+; it was
Way more impressive than entering Yosemite. It was a Big Wall Climbers dream valley. Up to a
dozen walls all aesthetic and with what looked like quality rock. It was hard to choose what to
climb. We had been given an Ariel photo from Mark Synout of one wall as a possible objective.
We were now faced with almost 12 equally impressive walls to climb.

The nearest town to the valley is Clyde River, a small Inuit town with 700 people. Logistically

getting to you and your gear to this remote part of the world is an expedition in its self.

Baffin 'The story'

[ am not sure if it is just my nature but before a trip I always have a worry that wakes me in the

night. My worry about Baffin was Polar bears after all I had been reliably informed that 5out of

6 bears prefer women and although Shaun has long hair I was sure that would not count. The
policeman was very kind and did not once fall off his chair laughing. He studied my Gun

application carefully and simply confirmed that I needed a gun in case a polar Bear tried to eat

me. Of course I needed a gun the others could all run faster! In the event they said no.

No gun meant that we missed the armed escort through Heathrow however chaos ensued with Canadian
security 'T am sorry sir but we cannot take responsibility for that rope.' Shaun obviously looked like he
was ready to commit mass hanging.

Some where atong the way we picked Jerry Gore off the terminal pavement where he had been selling
sleeping space and collecting statistics on the breathability of Gore-Tex in airports.

We were a team Twid and myself, Jerry and Shaun enroute for The Stewart Valley, which links the Sam
and Gibbs Fjord. We had seen the pictures and were heading for unclimbed golden granite watls under
deep blue skies for Jerry had retiably informed us ' It never snows in Baffin and never for more than 3
days'

Unfortunately the first of those days came on our flight to Clyde River.

A reality check hit us "What have we done?" It was minus 17 and we were minus half our bags. Stranded
in Pond inlet due to storms over Clyde River. We huddled outside the wood shack that was the airport
not consoled by the thought that only once in 9 years had the plane failed to land in Clyde. We were
learning Baffin does not like to be typical.

3 days later having gathered our kit and food and packed and repacked and parted with a huge amount of
money then parted with more money for extras and more money for tax, we were more than ready to go.
Our time for climbing was short but more seriously we had 36 kg of digestive biscuits to devour in less
than a month.

There were three teams in Clyde River; ourselves and 2 other Brits Stewart Millar and Andy Jones
heading for the Stewart and an American team with sights on the on the Gibbs. Our outfitter elected to



ably the hardiest people | have ever met 4, ,

they become ageless. With bare hands il: 1
a mile away and they will also chat ¢, & |

travel on mass. We did not argue. The Inut are prob
they loiter in the street, at 10 they cat raw fish and then
strip a skidoo engine on the frozen sea, they can spot 2 e
wisitors in English
Travel semnsizlmrantccd to cause maximum body confusion. We Joum;ycd throuih thc'frcezmg Mg}
sun and slept in the warm morning. For 2 minutes the excitement ‘?f the journey takes grip but Quick,
:“bSides to genuine concerns over compressed spines a;d Cmcg:eslm |
{owever the land is beautiful. Even though my feet and toes Were '
Excruciatingly and worryingly cold the dt%ama of the frozen sea, white land and towering walls ;s
breathtaking, i is a mi ’
When we stop to camp it looks as if we are besieged by chaos of ios but 18 8 JHrAge. hile the fnu
quickly organised we struggle with poles and fabric made brittle with cold. We stop in open space, a
sleep safe from bears and comforted by the Inuit presence. Afternoon comes and welbrgak camp an
break down immediately. To distract us we are shown bear prints a mere 50m away Skmpy Male )y,
old' Jushua tells us confidently. Twid and I are taking pictures when the team calls 'Bear!” Ha p, ve

good! But there it is running fortunately away. Jerry is oft in'hot purspit! ;
Our arrival in the Stewart valley was a moment of blurred relief. Our journey through 2 nights by,

stilted, cold and intolerabley uncomfortable. As the skidoos powered up the ﬁnal rise in to the lakes ,
The Stewart our relief of arrival began to turn into an excitement of superlatives. Jerry whoopeq T
velled and Shaun played the silent one. _

The valley is truly a big wall climber's dream. Imagine every big wall you hgve ever drooled over,
then line them up. El Capitain, Tree Cima and Lotus Flower Towefr look alike interspersed wig, i
valleys own specials. Imagine and then remember that all but one is completely untouched. Eacy,

adventure to unfold.
The Inuit bade farewell " It will be warmer each day"

1

It might have been morning or midnight when the explosion happened. We sat ip a silence that felt 1,
as the skidoo engines faded to the distance. The bang was Jerry bursting from his tent "My Hamess,
anyone seen my Hamess" The fall out was kit every where. As we retreated to coffee it was a forlop
man who appeared with a scrap of paper " look it is on my kist" A last ditch effort to deny reality. |
hard to know how to comfort a man who has travelled so far from a Cotswold outlet!

Shaun is a practical man and generously offered to rustle up a harness from a few stings, after all Jer
already has 2 children. Jerry chooses the harder option; across the airwaves he matter of faculty exp;
this stight hiccup. His reward is a place in the Guimness book of records for the wortd's’ most expens
mail order harness. Airfreight from Montreal at an undisclosed 4-figure sum.

The next 24 hours was spent lying on a frozen lake studying the walls above with sneaking glimpses
the trapped bubbles below.

We divided tasks sending Twid and Jerry to recee an approach while Shaun and I moved gear. This:
nearly their downfall.

Our base was shared with Stewart and Andy and happily they had a big gun with silver tipped bullet
The second big bang of the trip was Andy trying out his gun. Three of us stared in absolute harror &
gun shot reverberated around the peaks triggering a multitude of avalanches off every wall with Tw
Jerry below Andy smiled, oblivious, his ear plugs still in place!

And to the climb.

I thought we were carrying kit to the start of the route. The first few pitches were on snow crossing
ledges. I cursed the weight of my sack but continued. Eventually the ropes stopped and all 4 of usd
our loads, It was early evening, time for tea. Twid looked at me hopefully "shall we carry on?" My!
were frozen, my hands numb, my back sore, I was tired and hungry "Of Course" 1 replied

It is strange how confined we are by the convention of time. Twid was quick to shed the shackles
I removed my watch and joined him. We would climb at night Shaun and Jerry in the day. As we &
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