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'T
he 

E
ndless 

Day' Mike 

"Twid' 

Turner, 

Louise 

Thom
as, 

Jerry 

Gore 
and 

Shaun Hutson 

made 
the 

first 

ascent 
of The 

Stewart 

valley 

'C
itadel' 

via their 

900m
 

route 

"The 

Endless 

Day'. 

Being 
the 

first 

ever 

British 

clim
bing 

team
, 

and 

second 

ever, 
the 

clim
bers 

were 

gobsm
acked 

at 

the 

potential 
of the 

Arctic 

valley, 
all 

members 

thought 
it was 
as 

im
pressive 

as Yosem
ite. 

The 
25 

pitch 

route 
was 

clim
bed 

in 

some of the 

worst 

weather 
the 

teanm 

had 

experienced 

anyw
here 

else 
in the 

world. 

The 

clim
b 

took 

from 

midway 

through 

M
ay 

to 
the m

iddle 
of 

June. 

After 

fixing 

500m
 

of rope, 
the 

team
 

m
oved 

up 
in capsule 

style 
to 

establish 
a hanging 

portaledge 

camp 
at half height. 

Eight 

nights 

were 

spent 

living 
in 

portaledges 

during 

freezing 

conditions. 
It snowed 

most 

days. 

From
 

the 

portaledges 

the 

team
 

clim
bed 

up 
an 

im
pressive 

corner 
to 
the 

sum
m

it 
of the Citadel. 

Fate 

was 
on 
the 

team
's 

side, 
as 
the 

team
 

clim
bed 

over 
the top 

of 

this 

im
pressive 

wall 
the 

clouds 

cleared 
and 
the 

sun 

cam
e out. 

The 

breath 

taking 

view
 

rounded 
off 
a very 

successful 

expedition. 
The 

final 

push 

took 
a 36-hour 

day 
to 

clim
b 

to 
the sum

m
it 

and 

return 
to 
the 

cam
p. 

The 

endless 

light 
of the 

Arctic 

allow
ing 

sun 
on 
the 

wall 

from
 

8pm
 

to 
8 am

. 

This 

was 

the 

first 
all British 

team
 

to 

m
ake 

a new
 

route 
in 
the 

Frozen 

Fjords 
of Baffin's 

East 
Coast. 



Sponsors 
of the 

Expedition 

C
lm

bing 
in

 

one 
of 
the 

most 

rem
ote 

arcas 
in 
the 

w
orld 

is 
not 

casy 
to

 

organise. 

A
m

ongst 
the 

four of us 
we 

have 

been 
on 

over 
30 

Expeditions 
to 

G
reater 

Ranges. 

This 

Expedition, 
we 
all 

felt, 

was one 
of the 

most 

dem
anding 

and 

most 

difficult 
to

 

organisc. 

The 

logistics' 
of organising 

transport, 

outfitters, 

moving 
of gear 

and 
then 
generating 

funds 
was 

the 

biggest 

headache 
of 
the 

w
hole 

trip. 

Cheers. 

K
A

RRIM
O

R 

Great 

thanks 
to 

Bill 
and 
his 

com
m

itted 

team
. 

Robert 

Bruce 
for 
his 

developm
ent 

in 
the 

clothing. 

Larry 
and 

M
aff 

for 

their 

excellent 

breathable 

rainflies 

and 

haulbags. 

Carol 
and 

Y
vonne 

for 

their sturdy 

stitching 
on 
the 

gear. 

K
arrim

or 

certainly 

proved 

their 

com
m

itm
ent 

to 

developing The 

breathable 

m
aterial 

provided 
by 

Gore 
was 

perfect 
for 

keeping 
the 

m
oisture 

levels 
in 
the ledges 

dow
n 

to
 

a m
inim

um
. 

Sony W
ho 

helped 

provide 
the 

video 

cam
eras 

and 

other 

recording 

devices 

necessary 
to 

m
ake 

the 

short 

film
? 

Thanks 
to Andy 
for 

Boreal 

and 

Andy 

Bow
m

an M
am

m
ut 

The 

M
am

m
ut 

static 

and 

G
alaxy 

ropes 

were 

excellent 
and 

were 

easily 
a m

atch 
for 
the 

harsh 

environm
ent. 

Thanks 
for 

A
ndy 

Bow
m

an 

and 
Jo 
for 
the 

support 

again. 

The 

team
 

on 

m
any 

Big 

Thanks 
for 

Paul 

Sim
kiss, 

Richard 

Cuthbertson 

and 

Fred 

Hall 
for 

supplying 
all 
our 

hardware. 

The 

D
M

M
 

m
ashie 

is 

now
 

a tried 

and 

tested 

piece 
of gear. C

arinthea 
Supplied 
the 

expedition 

with 

excellent 

minus 
20 

degrees 

and 

never 
did 

anybody 

have 
a cold 

night. 

W
ayfarer 

Foods 

Thanks 
to 

Carol 

Dickinson 
at M

CS 
for 

their 

excellent 

hydrated 

meals. 

W
ithout 

any 

doubt 
the ultim

ate 

Big 

wall 

meal. Cotswold 

the 

O
utdoor 

People 

For 

helping 

prom
ote 

the 

venture 

and 

sponsoring 
the 

lecture 

series. 

lain 

Peter 

and 

Tony 

Penning 

For 
the 

references 

and 

encouragem
ent. 

M
ount 

Everest 
Foundation 

It is not 

suprising 
that 

British 

m
ountaineering 

is holding 
its 

head 

high 

with 
so 

many 

expeditions 

now
 

leaving 
its 

shores. 

W
ithout 

the 

work 
of Bill 

Ruthven 

and 
the 

M
EF 

many 

would 

struggle 
to

 raise 
the 

Thanks 
to 
the 

B
M

C
 

and 

A
ndy 

M
cNea 

for 

their 

generous 

grant 
to 

help 

fund 
the 

trip. 

Alison 
C

hadw
ick 

Fund 

If 
it w

asn't 
for 

the 

encouragem
ent 

and 

support, 

financially 

and 

through 

equipm
ent 

sponsors, 
the tour 

of us would 

never 

had 
this 

am
azing 

experience. 
We 
all 
felt 
the 

clim
bing 

and 
the 

wilderness 

C
xpenence 

exceeded 
are 

w
ildest 

dream
s 

and 
we 

hope 
it was 

well 

w
orth 

their 

support 
of 

British 

clim
bing 

on 
this 

world 

setting. 

m
ountaineering 

equipm
ent 

to 
the 

highest 

specification. 

The 

gear 

was 
all excellent. 

W
.H.Gore 

providing 
the 

excellent 

Insulated 

Fires 
that 

were 

needed 
to 

clim
b 

in 

such 

extrem
e 

conditions. 

W
all 

adyentures 

had 

used 

these 

well-tested 

ropes. 

DM
M

 

sleeping 

bags. 
At tim

es 
the 

tem
peratures 

where 
less 

than 

funds 

necessary. 

The 

donation 

certainly 

made 
the 

venture 
a possibility. 

Cheers. 

British 
M

ountaineering 
Council 



ataneeing. 
It 

for 

Louise, 
to 

help 

promote 

women 
in 

was 
to 

note 
that 
it 

was 
the 

first 
tim

e 

a woman 
bad 

climbed 
a bi1g 

wall 

in 
tnis part 

of 
Baffin. 

The 

Alison 
Chadwick 
( fund 
kindly 
provided 

grant 
a 



TH
E 

TEAM
 

Jerry 
Gore Background 

Age 
37 

Jery 
is M

arketing 

Dircctor 
for 
the 

outdoor 

Equipment 

Company 

Cotswold 

Outdoors. 

He 
has 

worked 
in 
the 

outdoor 

industry 
as 

retailcr, 

m
anufacturer, 

and 

cquipm
ent 

consultant 

and expedition 

coordinator 
for 
1S 

years. Climbing 
Sum

m
ary 

He 
has 

clim
bed 

all 

over 
the 

UK 

and 
the 

Alps 
up 
to

 
E6 

and 

Scottish 

VIl, 

and 

has 

clim
bed 

num
erous 

big 

walls 
in 

Yosem
ite 

including 

Zenyatta 

M
ondata 

(A
3+ 

New 

W
ave) 

and 
The Shortest 

Straw
 

(A
4 

New 

W
ave) 

currently 
the 

most 

technical 
aid 

clim
b 

by 
a British 

team
. AlpineLong 
Route 
Experience 

8 sum
m

ers 

and 
4 w

inters 
in 
the 

Alps 

and 
3 w

inters 
in 

A
rctic 

N
orw

ay 

establishing 

new
 

ice clim
bs. 

Second 
British 

ascent 
of the 

G
abarou 

Direct 

(ED
3, 

7a) 
on 
the 
Red 

Pillar 

Expeditions: 

Since 

1977 
he 
has 

established 

new
 

routes 

and 
led 

expeditions 
to 

Shishapangm
a 

(8013m
) 

in Tibet, 

M
anaslu 

North 

(N
epal), 

The 

Shield 

(Patagonia), 

Great 

Cross 

and 

The 

Turret 

(B
affin 

Island), 

Howser 

Tower 

(Canadian 

Bugaboos), 

Nulam
atorsog 

(Southern 

Greenland), 

Nevado 

Cayesh, 
Cashan, 
Pisco, 

Chopicalqui 
and 

Nevado 

Churup(Peruvian 

Andes), 
the 

Trou 

Wall 
in 

M
ike 

"T
w

id' 
T

urner Background 

Age 
32 

working 

inN
 

W
ales 

for 
the 

last 
8 years 
as 
a full-tim

e 

instructor 
at Plas 
y B

rein. Has 

been 

clim
bing 

for 
15 

years 

and 
is 
a UIAGM

 

m
ontain 

guide 
&

 

M
IC 

hoBder. Clim
bing 

Sum
m

ary 

Has 
led 
up 
to 
E& 

traditionally 
and 
8a 
on 

bolts 

including 

num
erous 

first 

ascents 
in 

North 

W
ales. 

Notable 

ascents: 

Vitalstatistix 

E8, 
first 

ascent 
of Howl 
at the 

Moon 

E76c 

(Castell 

Cidwm
). 

W
inter 

clim
bing 

grade 
VII 
(ice 
&

 

mixed) 
in 

W
ales, 

Scotland, 

France, 

States 

and 

Canada. Notable 

ascents: 

Baisser 
de la 

Lune, 

Octopussy, 

Pilsner 

Pillar 

and 
an 

early 

repeat 
of The 
Fly. 

Alpine 
/ ong 

route 

experience 

9 sum
m

ers 

and 
4 winters 
in 

Alps, 

lots 
of personaB 

and 

guided 

routes. 

Notable 

ascents: 

W
aker 

Spur, 

Freney 

Pillar, 

Divine 

Providence 

(Cham
onix) 

and 
The 

Fisch 

(D
olom

ites). 

U
SA

 
- big walls: 

Hallucinogen 

Wall, 

Zion 

W
alls, 

The 

Black 

Canyon 
of the 

Gunnison 

(U
tah) 

and 
The Nose. 

Shield 
&

 

SaBathe 

wall 

(Y
osem

ite). 

of 
Brouillard, 

new
 

direct 

route 
on 

N
orth 

Face 

Of 

Petite 

D
ru 

(E
D

3), 

N
orth 

Face 
of the 

Eiger, 

various 

solo speed 
ascents 
including 
the 

Brenva 

Face 
of 

M
ont 

Blanc 
(4 

hours) 
and 
the 

Hornli 

Ridge 
on 
the M

atterhom
. 

W
inter, 

the 

Russian 

Pam
irs, 

Pakistan, 

Alaska, 

Zim
babw

e 

and 

Iceland. 
He 

won 
the 

B
B

C
 

Mick Burke 

aw
ard 

in
 

I986 
for 
his 

film
 

in 
the 

Cordillera 

Blanca 
of Peru 

and 
has 

used 

video 
up 
to 

7000 m
eters. 



Tatagonia 
93 
&

 

95: 

First 

ascents 

ofCaveman 

(75Om) 
and 
A

 

Fist 

Full 
of Dollars 

(800m). �
a
 

90: 

ScCond 

ascent 
of Moby 

Dick 

(Ulamertorssuag 
- I 300m

) 
arnd 
first 

ascent 
of 

Um
welten 

(Nulam
atorsoq 

- 700m
), 

Mali 
97 

Expeditions: 

North 

Wales 

expe�ition 
to 

Beatrice 

Pakistan 

19g7. 

climbed 
a new 

route 
Live 
and 
Let 

Die 

(700m 
A3+ 

/E3), 
Lcd 

North 

W
ales 

Expedition 
to 

Nangma 

Valley 

1998, 

Nawas 
I O0m 
wall. 

Louise 
Thom

as 

Age 
3S 

working 
in 

North 

Wales 
for 
7 

years 
as a 

full-time 

instructor 
at Plas 
y 

Brenin. 
Has 

been Clmbng 
for 
1$ 

years 
and 
is a UIAGM 

mountain 

guide 
&

 

M
IC 

hoder, 
and 
is 

Scotland's 
only 

fem
ale 

Background 

Leads 
ES 
on 

traditional 

routes 
and 
has 

climbed 

extensively 
in 
the 

UK, 

Europe 
and 

Jordan 

Climbing 
Summary Winter 

climbing 

grade 
V/6 
(ice 
&

 

mixed) 
in 

Wales, 

Scotland, 

France 
and 

Canada. 

Alpine 
/ ong 

route 

experience 

9 

sum
m

ers 
and 
3 winters 
in 

Alps. 

m
any 

guided 
and 

personal 

routes Notable 

ascents: 

American 

Direct 
- in

a 
day. 

Cengalo 
N

 

Buttress, 
N

 

face 
of 
Mt 

Scercen 
and 

traverse 
of 
the 

Bernina 

(A
lps) 

USA 
- big 

walls: 

Hallucinogen 
Wall, 
The 

Black 

Canyon 
of the 

Gunnison 

(Utah) 
and 
The 

NOse. Shield 
&

 

Salathe 

(Yosem
ite) Patagonia 

'93 
&

 

95: 
first 

ascents 
of Caveman 

(750m
) 

and 
A

 

Fist 

Full 
of Dollars 

(800m
) 

Expeditions: 
Greenland 
'96: 

second 

ascent 
of M

oby 

Dick 

(Ulam
ertorssuaq 

- 130Om) 
and 

frst 

ascent 
of 

Umwelten 

(Nulamatorsoq 
- 700m). 

Mali 
97. 
N

 

W
ales 

expedition 
to

 

Beatrice, 

Pakistan 

1997 clim
bed 

a new
 

route 

(700m
 

A3+ 

/E3). 
N

 

W
ales 

Expedition 
to 

Nangma, 

Pakistan 
- new

 

700m
 wall1998. Shaun 

H
utson 

Background 

Shaun 
has 

lived 
in 

Chamonix 
in 
the 

French 

Alps 
for 
the 
last 

seven 

years. 
He is 

currently 

going 

through 
the 

UIAGM
 

M
ountain 

Guides 

schem
e 

and 

will 
be 

qualified 
by 
the 
late sum

m
er 

of 

'99. 
H

e 
has 

Lead's 
E7 

traditional 
on 

site 
and 
7c+ 
on 

bolts. 

He 
has 

clim
bed 

extensivey 

throughout 

Europe, 

the 
UK 

and 

USA. 
Climbing 
Sum

m
ary Winter 

clim
bing 

standard 
of VII 
lce 
and 

M
ixed 

in 

both 

Scotland 
and 

Europe. 

Alpine 
and 
Big 

wall 

Experience 

guide. 

been 

clim
bing 

for 
16 
of 
his 
33 

years. 



Ten 
sum

m
ers 

and 

seven 
winter 

clim
bing 

ice 
&

 

rock 

and 

skiing. 

Ascents 

include 

Croz 

Spur, 

Shroud 

solo, 

Grand 

Cap 

winter 

solo 
aid 
ete. 
in the 

Mont 

Blanc 

M
assive 

and 
the 

Fisch 

and 

Brandler 

Hasse 
in 
the 

Dolom
ites. 

seasons 
in 
the 

Europcan 

All 

m
em

bers 
of the 

clim
bing 

team
 

write 

regularly 

and 

produce 

photographs 
for 

adventure 

m
agazines 

such 
as Trail, 

OTE, 

High, 

Clim
ber, 

A
dventure 

Travel, 

FH
M

 

and 

G
Ì 

Active, 

local 

and 

national 

papers. 

A
dditionally 

they 

have 

appeared 
in 

TV
 

BBC 

program
m

es 

such 

as 

"T
racks" 

and 

The 

Edge" 
as 

well 
as 

num
erous 

radio 

program
m

es 

such 
as 

Radio 
4's "R

am
bling", 

and 

Radio 

Scottand's 

"Living 
On 

The 

Edge", 

and 

"G
uiding 

Light". 

W
here 

is the 

Stew
art 

Valley? 

The 

Stewart 

valley 
is a deep 

hidden 

valley 

nestled 

between 
the 

Sam 

Fjord 
and 
the 

Gibbs 

Fjord 

on 
the 

East 

Coast 
of Baffin 

Island, 

An 

A
m

erican 

team
 

had 

visited 

the 

valley 

the 
previous 
year, 

clim
bing 

a new
 

route 
on 

Sail 

Peak. 
N

o 

other 

expeditions 

had 

been 
in 
the 

valley, 
to 

clim
b 

the walls. 
On 
the 

way 

into 
the 

valley 
we 

were 

very 

im
pressed 

with 
the 

quality 

and 

size 
of the unclim

bed 

rock 
in 
the 

other 

Fjords, 
but 

nothing 

prepared 
us for 
the 

vista 
as 
we 

turned 

into 
the 

The 

nearest 

tow
n 

to 
the 

valley 
is 

Clyde 

River, 
a sm

all 

Inuit 

tow
n 

with 

700 

people. 

Logistically 

getting 
to

 

you 
and 

your 

gear 
to 

this 

rem
ote 

part 
of the 

world 
is an 

expedition 
in

 
its 

self. 

Baffin 
'T

he 
story' 

am
 

not 

sure 
if it is 

just 
my nature 
but 

before 
a trip 
I always 

have 
a worry 

that 

wakes 
me 
in 

the night. 
My 

worry 

about 

Baffin 

was 

No 

gun 

m
eant 

that 
we 

m
issed 

the 

arm
ed 

escort 

through 

H
eathrow

 

how
ever 

chaos 

ensued 

w
ith 

C
anadian Som

e 

where 

aBong 
the 

way 
we 

picked 

Jerry 

Gore 
off 
the 

term
inaB 

pavem
ent 

w
here 

he 

had 

been 

selling 

sleeping 

space 

and 

collecting 

statistics 
on 
the 

breathability 
of 

Gore-Tex 
in

 

airports. 

We 
were 
a team

 

Tw
id 

and 

m
yself, 

Jerry 
and 

Shaun 

enroute 
for 

The 

Stew
art 

ValBey, 

w
hich 

lnks 
the 

Sam
 

Unfortunately 
the 

frst 
of those 

days 

cam
e 

on 
our 

flight 
to 

Clyde 

River. 

was 

m
inus 

17 

and 
we 

were 

m
inus 

half 
our 

bags. 

We 

huddled 

outside 

the 

wood 

shack 

that 

was 
the 

A
 

reality 

check 
hit 
us "W

hat 

have 
we done? 
It 

in 

Pond 

inlet 
�ue 
to 

3 days 

later 

There 

were 

three 

team
s 

in 

Clyde 

River; 

ourselves 
and 
2 other 

Brits 

Stew
art 

M
illar 

and 

Andy 

Jones 

heading 
for 
the 

Stew
art 

and 
an 

A
m

erican 

team
 

with 

sights 
on 
the 
on 
the 

Gibbs. 

Our 

outfitter 

elected 
to 

Big 

walls 
in 
the 

USA 

include: 

The 

Nose, 

Salathe 

Wall, 

Half 

Dom
e, 

Lost 

A
rrow

 

Spire, 

Leaning 

Tow
er, 

M
ount 

W
atkins 

S. Face 

and 

The 

Prow
 

in
 

Y
osem

ite. 

Alps. 
O

odies 
of tim

e 
on 
the 

hill 

Stew
art 

V
alley. 

None 
of us 

had 

seen 
so 

m
any 

unclim
bed 

quality 

walls, 

most 

1000m
+; 

it was way 

more 

im
pressive 

than 

entering 

Y
osem

ite. 
It was 
a Big 

W
all 

Clim
bers 

dream
 

valley. 
Up to 
a dozen 

walls 
all 

aesthetic 
and 

with 

what 

looked 

like 

quality 

rock. 
It was 

hard 
to 

choose 

what 
to clim

b. 
We 

had 

been 

given 
an 

Ariel 

photo 

from
 

Mark 

Synout 
of one 

wall 
as a possible 

objective. 

W
e 

were 

now
 

faced 

with 

alm
ost 

12 

egually 

im
pressive 

walls 
to 

clim
b. 

Polar 

bears 

after 
all 
I had 

been 

reliably 

inform
ed 

that 

5out 
of 6 bears 

prefer 

wom
en 

and 

although 

Shaun 
has 

long 

hair 
I was 

sure 

that 

would 
not 

count. 

The policem
an 

was 

very 

kind 

and 
did 
not 

once 
fall 
off 
his 

chair 

laughing. 
He 

studied 
my 

Gun application 

carefully 

and 

sim
ply 

confirm
ed 

that 
I needed 
a gun 
in 

case 
a polar 

Bear 

tried 
to 
eat me. 

Of 

course 
I needed 
a gun 
the 

others 

could 
all 
run 

faster! 
In 
the 

event 

they 

said 
no. 

Security 
'I 
am

 

sorry 
sir 
but 
we 

cannot 

take 

responsibility 
for 
that 

rope.' 

Shaun 

obviously 

looked 
ke 
he was 

ready 
to 

com
m

it 

mass 

hanging. 

and 

Gibbs 

Fjord. 

We had 

seen 
the 

pictures 

and 

were 

heading 
for 

uncim
bed 

goBden 

granite 

walls 

under 

deep 

blue 

skies 
for 

Jerry 

had 

reliably 

inform
ed 

us'It 

never 

snow
s 

in 

Baffin 

and 

never 
for 

more 

than 
3 days' 

Stranded 
airport 

storm
s 

over 

CIyde 

River, 

not 

consoled 
by 
the 

thought 

that 

only 

once 
in 
9 years 

had 
the 

plane 

failed 
to 

land 
in 

Clyde. 
We 

were Iearning 

Baffin 

does 
not 
like 
to 
be 

typical. 

having 

gathered 
our 
kit 

and 

food 

and 

packed 

and 

repacked 

and 

parted 

with 
a huge 

am
ount 

of m
oney 

then 

parted 

with 

m
ore 

m
oney 

for 

extras 

and 

m
ore 

m
oney 

for 

tax, 
we 

were 

m
ore 

than 

ready 
to 
go. Our 

tim
e 

for 

clim
bing 

was 

short 
but 
more 

seriously 
we 
had 
36 
kg 
of digestive 

biscuits 
to 

devour 
in 
less than 

a month. 



they loiter in the strect, at 10 they cat raw fish and then they become ageless. With bare hands they w 
travel on mass. We did not argue. The Inuit are probably the hardiest people I have ever met At age, 

strip a skidoo cngine on the frozen sea, , they can spot a scal a mile away and they will also chat to us 

vìsitors in English Travel seems guaranteed to cause maximum body confusion. We Journeyed through the freezing nmgh 
sun and slept in the warm morning. For 2 minutes the cxcitement of the jourmey takes grip but quickly 

StMbSides to genuine concens over compressed spincs and concuSsior. 

However the land is beautiful. Even though my feet and toes were 

EXCTMciatingly and worrvingy cold the drama of the frozen sea, white land and towering walls ie 

breathtaking. When we stop to camp it looks as if we arce besieged by chaos of ice but is a mirage. White the Inuit a 

sleep safe from bears and comforted by the Inuit presence. Afternoon comes and we break camp and 
break down imnediately. To distract us we are shown bear prints a mere 50m away 'Skinny male 24 

quickly organised we struggle with poles and fabric made brittle with cold. We stop in open sDar 

old' Jushua tells us confidently. Twid and I are taking pictures when the team calls "Bear!" Ha Ha , 

g0od! But there it is running fortunately away. Jerry is off in hot pursuit! 

Or arrival in the Stewart valley was a moment ofblurred relief. Or journey through 2 nights had k 

stilted, cold and intolerabley uncomfortable. As the skidoos powered up the fnal rise in to the lakes 

The Stewart our relief of arival began to turn into an excitement of superlatives. JerTy whooped Tu: 

yelled and Shaun played the silent one. 
The valley is truly a big wall climber's dream. Imagine every big wall you have ever drooled over. 

then line them up. El Capitain, Tree Cina and Lotus Flower Tower look alike interspersed with 

valleys own specials. Imagine and then remember that all but one is completely untouched. Each. 
adventure to unfold. 

The Inuit bade farewel! " It will be warmer each day" 

It might have been morning o midnight when the explosion happened. We sat in a silence that felt r 

as the skidoo engines faded to the distance. The bang was Jery bursting from his tent "My Harness i 

anyone seen my Harness" The fall out was kit every where. As we retreated to cotfee it was a forkon 
man who appeared with a scrap of paper " look it is on my list" A last ditch ettort to deny reality, t 

hard to know how to comfort a man who has travelled so far from a CotswoBd outBet! 
Shaun is a practicaB man and generousy offered to rustBe up a harness from a few shngs, after all Jer 
already has 2 children. Jerry chooses the harder option; across the airwaves he matter of facuBty exi 
this slight hiccup. His reward is a place in the Guinness book of records for the wortd's most expes 

mail order harmess. Airfreight from MontreaB at an undisclosed 4-figure sum. 
The next 24 hours was spent lying on a frozen lake studying the walls above with sneaking gBimpses 
the trapped bubbles below. 
We divided tasks sending Twid and Jerry to recee an approach while Shaun and I moved gear. This 
nearly their downfall. 

And to the climb. 

Our base was shared with Stewart and Andy and happily they had a big gun with silver tipped bullet 
The second big bang of the trip was Andy trying Qut his gun Three of us stared in absolute horor as 
gun shot reverberated around the peaks triggering a multitude of avalanches off every wall with Twi 

Jerry below Andy smiled, oblivious, his ear plugs still in place! 

I thought we were carrying kit to the start of the route. The first few pitches were on snow crossing 
ledges. I cursed the weight of my sack but continued. Eventually the ropes stopped and all 4 of us d 
our loads. It was early evening, time for tea. Twid looked at me hopefully "shall we cary on?" Myi 
were frozen, my hands nunb, my back sore, I was tired and hungry "Of Course" I replied 
It is strange how confined we are by the convention of time. Twid was quick to shed the shackles o 
I removed my watch and joined him. We would climb at night Shaun and Jerry in the day. As we g 



cru
cia

l RP, 
but the 

pitc
h 

sol
ved

 and the way to
 

the top of
 

the wal
l in

 
sig

ht. 

wo
rry

ing
 

sla
bs to

 
bel

ay 

und
er 

a 
pr

ec
ari

ou
s 

pil
lar

 and 
bo

tto
ml

es
s 

off
wi

dth
. 

Su
mm

it 

fev
er was 

un
fou

nd
ed

 Th
ree

 

days
 and 

cra
cks

 and 

co
rne

rs 

pa
sse

d. 

Tw
id was 

ho
pef

ul of
 

see
ing

 the top
. I 

tee
ter

ed
 

acr
oss

 on
 

po
ssi

ble
 as

 
the 

cle
ar 

str
ain

s. of
 

"D
anc

e in
 

the 
Ol

d-
fa

sh
io

ne
d way
" 

dri
fte

d 

clo
ud but the 

ob
liv

ion
 of

 
she

er 
wa

lls.
 

The
. 

m
e a 

sho
ut and 

roc
ks 

cla
tte

re
d 

dow
n into

 m
y 

wo
uld

 be
 

pat
. 

So
me

bo
dy

 was 
bid our 

far
ew

ell
s and onc
e 

aga
in for the last time

 

hea
ded

 up
 

the 
rop

es. 

the sun 

sho
ne w

e 
aze

d in
 

an
 

un
usu

al m
isg

ivi
ng

s w
e 

str
etc

he
d the rop
e to

 
gro

un
d. Mo

rat was low
. W

e 
wer

e 

dam
p and tire
d mot to

 
me

nti
on

 w
e 

had 

dig
est

ive
 

bis
cu

it 

wi
thd

raw
al.

 

Wi
th 

som
e cha

ng
e 

aro
un

d w
e 

lis
ten

ed
 to

 
the 

ste
adi

ly 

wo
rse

nin
g 

we
ath

er and 

ca
lcu

lat
ed

 

that
 if

 
w

e 
cou

td 

esc
ape

. 

and 

cli
mb

ing
. 

Tru
e the 

tem
pe

rat
ur

e had now rise
n so

 
now w

e 
wer

e 

dam
p and 

sno
wy

. 

Tha
t 

nig
ht afte
r 

I 
am

 
not sur
e 

wh
eth

er 

it 
was this

 or
 

the 
gam

e of
 

pac
ket

s for 
ins

pir
ati

on
. 

W
e 

sus
pe

ct that
 

thi
ngs

 

hav
e 

rea
che

d an
 

all 
tim

e low 

wh
enI

 

star
t 

rea
din

g the 
me

ssa
ge

s off the 
po

rri
dg

e 

led
ges

. 
ny

 col
des

t 

pla
ce on

 
eart

h and 
opt

ed for 
a 

no
rth

-fa
cin

g wal
l! 

onc
e 

aga
in 

de
sce

nd
 in

 a 
sn

ow
sto

rm
n 

gro
pin

g our way bac
k to

 
cam

p and 

co
mp

an
y. 

sno
wi

ng
. 

Eve
n the 

lux
ury

 of
 

wa
shi

ng
 

nau
gh

ty bits
 is

 
den

ied
 as

 
the 

we
tw

ipe
s hav
e 

fro
zen

! Su
ow

s. 

Hom
e life is

 
only

 

co
mf

or
tab

le in
 

the tent
 

tho
ugh

 w
e 

find
 a 

sun
tra

p in
 

the 

bo
lts

 a 
few 

ho
urs

 

be
fo

re.
 nea

r 

dis
ast

er doe
s not nee
d to

 
be

 
me

nti
on

ed
. W

e 
had 

hau
led

 and 
jum

are
d 

sim
ult

an
co

us
ly from

 

tho
se sam
e sta

nce
 

Qu
ite 

sim
ply

 the bolt
 

hea
ds hav

e 

she
are

d. H
e 

cal
ml

y 

reo
rga

nis
es the 

sta
nce

. The 

clo
sen

ess
 of

 
our 

and 

fru
str

ati
ng

. In
 

the 
car

ly 

hou
rs 

Twi
d and 

I 
are 

ab
sei

lin
g in

 a 
sn

ow
sto

rm
. 

Tw
id pul
ls 

him
sel

f on
 

to
 

the sys
tem

, 

wic
h w

e 
use on

 
bel

ays
 but so

 
far the 

to
 

tell
 the taB

e. 

pla
cem

en
t. The con
e 

dro
ps-

- on
 

me. 

I am
 

win
ded

 

with
 

half
 m

y 
bel

ay 

dis
ma

ntl
ed

 by
 

the 
forc

e. W
e 

retu
rn 

with
 

rot
ten

 

gear
 

ne
ith

er 

of
 

us
 

can 

as
 

w
e 

pas
sed

 in
 

the 
nig

ht. hig
her

 w
e 

wo
uld

 

clim
b up

 
to

 
20

 
hrs 

wh
ich 

ope
ned

 the way to
 

fina
l 

Cra
ck and 

Ch
im

ney
. W

e 
list

en
ed

 to
 

the 
sin

gin
g and 

tim
ed our Sha

un and Jerr
y 

hea
ded

 off 
ear

ly. The clo
ud had cre
pt back

 but our uck was 

han
gin

g in. 
Sha

un foun
d 

a 

dow
n the wal
l. 

W
e 

ref
use

d t
o 

wak
e as

 
wha

t felt like
 a

 
hip

po 

pas
sed

 by
 

our 
por

ta 

led
ge but 

slee
p was 

de
fin

ite
ly not 

ex
hil

ara
tio

n of
 

spa
ce and 

gra
nit

e all 
aro

un
d. glo

ve
s oft.

 It
 

wasS
 m

y 
turn

 to
 

hoo
k and 

pe
nd

ulu
m.

. W
e 

wer
e in

 
the main

 

sys
tem

 

Ioo
kin

g 

dow
n not into

 

It
 

was 6pm 

at
 

the 
led

ge 

"S
hal

l w
e 

clim
b?"

 

Ab
ove

 us. the sun hit the 
wa

ll. For the firs
t 

tim
e 

I 
pee

led
 m

y loo
kin

g 

afte
r us. I 

rea
ch

ed
 a 

bel
ay and 

sto
pp

ed
, just
 for 
a 

mo
me

nt 

lon
ger

 to
 

dri
nk,

 

abo
ve sen

sat
ion

 of
 

wa
rm

th.
 

No
bod

y 

su
gg

est
ed

 w
e 

sho
uld

 

hav
e 

sta
yed

. W
e hea
d 

bol
ts 

sp
on

tan
eo

us
ly 

exp
lod

e and so
 

wer
e very
 

gra
tef

ul to
 

bor
row

 

the
ir 

Pet
zl 

sys
tem

. The nex
t day And

y and 

Ste
wa

rt had 

ret
rea

ted
 

from
n 

the
ir 

pea
k and wer
e on

 
the

ir way 

hom
e. W

e 
now had had 

bu
tto

n 

gue
ss the 

sin
ge

r but 

W
ed

ne
sd

ay
 

mo
rni

ng
 w

e 
wer

e out 

dem
and

s 

mo
re tea for 

a 
su

sp
ec

ted
 

kid
ney

 

inf
ec

tio
n 

wh
ile 

Sha
un 

clu
cks

 

ove
r his self
 

mad
e 

han
gin

g 

sto
ve.

 

W
e 

slee
p, it 

sno
ws

, and w
e 

slee
p 

unt
il it 

bec
om

es 

Tu
esd

ay and stil
l it 

sno
ws

. 

Nex
t 

doo
r 

Jerr
y 

me
ekl

y 

wa
tch

 and then
 put tum

e 

aw
ay.

 

So
me

tim
e on

 a 
sno

wy
 

Mo
nd

ay 

mo
rin

g w
e 

craw
l in

 
to

 
or

 

Por
ta 

A
 

day 

on
 

ear
th and w

e 
are 

rea
dy for the 

wa
ll. O

n 
Su

nda
y w

e 
lea

ve in
 

the sun and 

beg
in to

 
hau

l. I 
gla

nce
 at

 

will
 get 

wa
rm

er 

eve
ry 

day
." W

e 

also
 

mu
sed

 on
 

the fact
 

tha
t w

e 
had 

com
e to

 
clim

b in
 

wha
t 

fee
ls like

 the 

All in
 

Bas
e 

can
p w

e 
gan

g up
 

on
 

Jer
ry 

rem
ind

ing
 

himn
 of

 
his 

ete
rna

l 

qu
ote

s 

" it 
rar

ely
 

sno
ws 

in
 

Ba
ffi

n. 

It
 Jer

ry 

Bre
ak 

thr
ou

gh
 an

 
om

ino
us loo
se ban
d of

 
roo

fs. O
n 

Fri
day

 w
e 

str
etc

he
d out the last

 of
 

the rop
e and 

O
n 

the wal
l 

Tw
id 

hoo
ks and 

ma
shie

s and 

I 
take

 m
y 

big
ge

st fall 
wh

ile 

cle
an

ing
! W

e 
wa

tch
 

Sha
un and aft

ern
oo

n 

whe
n it is

 
aot 

A
 

wee
k 

pas
ses

 the 
tem

pe
rat

ur
e 

sta
un

ch
ly 

rem
ain

s 

aro
und

 -10 C
. 

Eac
h day the 

we
ath

er 

de
ter

ior
ate

s and 

dril
l bits
 are 

sn
ap

pin
g fast

. 

Pla
cin

g cach
 

bolt
 is

 
lab

ori
oa

s 

Out of
 

the 

sno
w w

e 
beg

in to
 

enj
oy the 

pu
zzl

e of
 

roo
fs 

rot
ten

 

roc
k and 

tra
ve

rse
s. W

e 

hav
e 

a 
new bol

t co
nte

mp
lat

e the 

co
ns

eq
uc

nc
es

. H
e 

shu
ffl

es 

ten
sin

g his 
bod

y and find
s a W

e 
both

 

held
 our 

bre
ath

s. The hug
e 

con
e of' 

sno
w that

 had hun
g 

abo
ve him now 

res
ted

 on
 

him
. 5)

 
ft

 
out days

 had seen
 us

 
thr

ou
gh

 

aw
kw

ard
 

gro
ov

es and 

thr
utc

hy
 

ch
im

nc
ys.

 

Now Twi
d was 

bri
dg

ed 

abo
ve me. 

The 

cli
mb

ing
 

sta
rte

d not as
 

w
e 

had 

an
tic

ipa
ted

 on
 

rock
 but hard
 

mix
ed 

cli
mb

ing
 on

 
rot

ten
 

sno
w. Two 

then
 

slee
p 

wh
ile the 

oth
ers

 

cli
mb

ed
. W

e 

wo
uld

 

bri
efl

y 

sha
re 

tra
um

as 
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