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1.  Summary

During October — November 2001 five New Zealand climbers spent 4 weeks
mountaineering on and around the Lhagu Glacier in the Kangri Garpo Range in
south eastern Tibet. There had been very few foreign visitors to the area and we
could find no record of ascents of the peaks surrounding the Lhagu Glacier We
were attracted by the potential to explore and climb in a previously little visited
area. Late autumn was selected for ease of road access and in anticipation of
predominantly fine weather.

The first objective was to explore the Lhagu Glacier, and to climb one or more of
the unnamed (on maps), virgin peaks that surround the head of the Glacier. The
Lhagu Glacier is approximately 35 km long — one of Tibet’s longest.

A secondary objective was to visit the Ata Kang La (pass) area, and possibly
attempt a peak near the Pass.

The expedition was planned as a lightweight one to attempt peaks of between 5,600
and 6,500 metres. As nobody had climbed in the area, we had very limited
information. Whilst this enhanced the prospect of exploration, it raised the risk of
our objectives proving unattainable for a small, lightweight expedition on a tight
timetable.

Permission for exploratory mountaineering in this politically sensitive part of Tibet
was arranged through the China Tibet Mountaineering Association (“CTMA”).
With the exception of some problems on our return road trip from the village of
Lhagu to Lhasa, all travel arrangements went to plan. Permit formalities,
accommodation, travel to and from the mountains were, overall, organised by the
CTMA efficiently and well. However the base camp equipment and staff provided
by the CTMA both fell short of our expectations.

The expedition travelled together to Lhasa, where the balance of food and
equipment was purchased, along with gasoline for cooking stoves. We then
travelled by road over three days from Lhasa to the village of Lhagu. After a
further day’s travel with a yak train, base camp was established on a moraine terrace
on the southern edge of the Lhagu Glacier.

From that base we travelled up the Glacier with the aim of climbing some of the
peaks surrounding the head of the Glacier. Apart from the early stages, we were
able to use skis for travel. Notwithstanding that, we were defeated in our primary
objective by a combination of the distances and logistics involved, and poor
weather.

No significant peaks were climbed, but expedition members explored in various
directions, including a ski ascent of a 5,700 metre snow dome on the northern side
of the névé at the glacier head.

In the face of the bad weather, a decision was made to return to base camp, with the

aim of attempting one of the attractive unclimbed peaks behind (to the south of)
base camp. That aim had to be abandoned in the face of a period of bad weather.
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ﬁ?er returning to Lhagu, the expedition spent several days exploring the Ata Kang
area.

Mlxgd wea!her was encountered during the four weeks spent in the area.
Particularly in the early stages of the expedition, we encountered lengthy periods of
fine clear weathe:r. In the latter stages, we had several periods of bad weather,
unfortunately at times we were hoping to climb. Fine weather did, however, return
towards the end of the trip. Throughout, the wind blew almost constantly from the
south/south-west, making for cold conditions at altitude.
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Photo 1: Lhagu and peaks
to the south of the village
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Photo 2: Lhagu Glacier and
surrounding peaks from Lhagu
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Photo 3: Camp on the
Lhagu Glacier
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Photo 4: Peaks on the south

side of the middle section of |
the Lhagu Glacier ‘
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Photo 5: Eastern aspects
of the Lhagu Glacier névé

Photo 6: Peaks on western
end of the Lhagu Glacier névé
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Photo 7: Loaded yaks on
the return from Base Camp

Photo 8: View south
towards the Ata Kang L
from point 4,535 metres
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2. Introduction

2.1 Purpose

The expedition’s aim was exploratory mountaineering in the Kangri Garpo Range in
south-eastern Tibet.

The primary objective was to explore the Lhagu Glacier, and to climb one or more
of the unnamed (on maps), virgin peaks surrounding the Glacier, particularly those
at its head.

A secondary objective was to explore the area near the Ata Kang La (pass), and
perhaps to attempt one of the peaks (also unnamed and unclimbed) in the pass area.

2.2 Location

The 250 km long Kangri Garpo range is in south-eastern Tibet, to the north and
north-west of Tibet’s borders with Assam (India) and Myanmar (Burma)
respectively. Most of the range lies east of the great bend of the Tsangpo
(Brahmaputra) River and Namcha Barwa, the eastern-most outpost of the Himalaya.
The Kangri Garpo lies at latitudes of approximately 29 to 30 degrees north and
between longitudes of 95 and 97.30 degrees east. The location is shown on the
accompanying map.

2.3 Character and Access
Whilst not part of the Tibetan plateau proper, the Kangri Garpo is elevated. The

valley floors in the eastern part of the massif we visited are between 3,800 and
4,500 metres, whilst the peaks rise to 6,800 metres.
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3. Personnel

The expedition members comprised five New Zealand climbers, a Tibetan liaison
officer and a Tibetan cook.

The New Zealand expedition members were:

John Nankervis (leader)
Wilf Dickerson

Colin Monteath

Nick Shearer

John Wild

The liaison officer was:

e Jinba

The cook was:

e Tsering Tashi

In addition Betty Monteath (Colin’s wife) and Jocelyn Lang (New Zealander
resident in Canada) accompanied the expedition to Lhagu. They explored areas
around Lhagu and southern tributaries of the Parlung Tsangpo River between

Sumzong and Rawu, the moraine terraces on either side of the lower Lhagu Glacier,
visited base camp and then joined expedition members in the Ata Kang La area.
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4. Preparation
4.1 Introduction
This section describes the expedition’s preparation prior to leaving New Zealand.

4.2 Research

4.2.1 Introduction

The objectives of research were to make decisions on:

The formalities necessary to climb in Tibet.
Suitable objectives.

The optimum time of year to visit the area.
The provisions to take from New Zealand.

This section summarises the research and outcomes with respect to these objectives
and other matters including finance, insurance, air travel and medical arrangements.

4.2.2 Formalities

The Kangri Garpo lies near a border area disputed between China and India. It
seems the area was only opened to foreign climbers during the late 1990s.

The formalities of obtaining a permit for exploratory mountaineering in the area
were attended to efficiently by Mr Dou Chang Shen of the CTMA in Lhasa.

4.2.3 Climbing objectives

We could find no record of previous climbing in the Lhagu Glacier area of the
Kangri Garpo. We obtained helpful information and a sketch map from members of
the Silver Turtles of Japan, who visited the lower Lhagu Glacier in October-
November 2000.

We also obtained ready and valuable assistance from Tamotsu Nakamura of the
Japanese Alpine Club, a seasoned traveller in the mountains of Eastern Tibet.

We obtained the following maps:

e Terrain Map of the Qinghai-Xizang Plateau 1:3,000,000 — Institute of
Geography, Chinese Academy of Sciences (1900)
TPC H-10A and H-10B (US) 1:500,000
JOG Series 1501 (US) Sheets NH 46-8 (Pien-Pa), NH 46-12 (Po-Mi) and NH
47-9 (Jan-Wu) 1:250,000

e Russian 1:100,000 H 47-85, H47-86, H 47-98.
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