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Royal Aircraft Establishment
Mountaineering Club
Kishtwar Himalayan Expedition 1980

5 Meerside Avenue,

Weymouth,
Berset,
Mr. David Edmendsen,
Middle Place,
Xeathwaite Maner,
Windemere. LA23 2NQ Becember 23rd, 1980,

Reference - 79/L1

Bear Sir,

I am enclesing an Expeditien Repert fer which we were in receipt of a grant.
A current map has been despatched te the Alpine Club as well as cepies of this
repert.

On reading the repert yeu will see that we have reduced the meuntaineering
te a minimum at the expense of the appendices. Our expeditien was well planned
and executed and the lessens learnt ceuld be eof censiderable use te future
expeditiens te Kishtwar,

If yeu require further details please contact me at the abeve address er
Red Wilsen.

Yours sincerely,

Hlrsy Hooplec

M.T. Medgsen.
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INTRODUCTION

Although this expedition was the result of a team
cffort, the inspiration from the very beginning was that
of Pete Finklaire. He it was who, towards the end of
Summer 1979, decided to assemble a small team to climb
in the Indian Himalaya. His first approach was to Bob
Nelson with whom he had made a trekking trip to the
Kulu region (prior to a climb) in 1978. He then
invited me to be the nominal leader; it was necessary
that one person snould supervise the administrative
arrangements and it was felt that my military rank might
carry some weight among the Indian bureaucracy. The
rest of the team consisted of Roger Phillips, Murray
Hodgson and Jenny Postance. With the exception of Murray
all are members of the Royal Aircraft Establishment
Mountaineering Club and even he is a one-time member.
The expedition had one great asset then at the very
outset; all its members not merely knew each other but
were close friends wno climbed together regularly.
Consequently the whole trip may be characterised by the
friendly and relaxed atmosphere and a total lack of
friction.

I propose to describe our preparations and the
approach in some detail since I believe there are many
lessons to be learnt from our experience.

PREPARATIONS

The first task was to find an objective. Initially
we concentrated on the Kulu since Pete had climbed there
before. However when it became clear that most of the
team preferred the trip to take place in July and August
we decided to move our attention further West and North.
The Kulu, it seemed, sits astride a notional Monsoon
line; that 1is, 1t may or may not be just affected by
the Monsoon during those months. We decided the risk
was too great and looked therefore at areas beyond the
influence of the Monsoon. We next explored the
possibility of a visit to the Karakorum but this was
ruled out by the length of tne approaches, since none
of us wished to be away from the UK more than 6 weeks.

Finally we came across that part of the Western
extremity of the Greater Himalaya which extends North
and East of Kishtwar in the Indian State of Jamma and
Kashmir. There were many unclimbed peaks over 6000m
and among these we found Flat Top, 6100m. It was a very
striking mountain, occupied an important position at
the head of the S brancih of the Brammah glacier and
appeared to be unclimbed. On making further enquiries
1t was recommended to us as an excellent objective
by Mo Anthoine and Paul Nunn. Other possibilities were
mentioned but Flat Top henceforth headed our 1list.

4.
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The next job was to find out at least enough about
the mountain to be able to make an application to the
Indian Mountaineering Foundation for permission to attempt
it. A brief visit to the Alpine Club library yielded
enough information to locate the peak on a rough sketch
map (which has to be attached to the application) and
to draft an itinerary. The application itself should be
in the form of a letter to the Indian Mountaineering
Foundation, c/o Ministry of Defence, 18 'Q' Block
New Delhi 110011, and the details required to be included
may be seen by obtaining a copy of the application form
from the Indian High Commission in London. We had a
reply very quickly from the IMF's clerical officer Sri
Munshi Ram provisionally booking the peak for us and
all that was required to confirm it was to send a bank
draft for 3000 Rupees (then about £170).

Having secured tne peak planning began in earnest
at about Christmas 1979. The first priority was to find
out as much as possiple about the region, the peak and
other people's experiences and this became my task.
The prime sources are clearly a good map and previous
expedition reports. The latter are to be found either
at the Alpine Club or the RGS, but the former was something
of a problem. The Indian Government forbid the export
of OS maps of areas close to its frontiers. (Note: it
is said that Liaison Officers are provided with up to
date maps but this is not necessarily the case and
cannot pe relied upon). A very early, 1940s, 1:250,000
series 1s available but is useless as far as the mountains
are concerned. Many of the reports contain sketch maps
and these can be used to gain information about the
names of peaks. There is a Japanese ridge map 1:200,000
of the whole area but this is now out of print, occasionally
inaccurate and out of date as far as tne names of peaks
are concerned.

I soon decided to make my own map using wnat information
I could glean from reports and-the Japanese map, but
relying upon satellite photographs purchased from NASA
for the topography and this task occupied most of my spare
time for the rest of the winter. The result was a hachured
map in 1:200,000 and a copy may be seen in the Alpine Club
library.

As for information about the area, by far the best
report available, and fortunately the most relevant was that
of Anthony wWhemton's ascent of Bramman I in 19738. We also
studied tne accounts of Charles Clarke, Rob Collisteur,

Geoff Tier and several others. Geoff Tier lives 1in the
Camberley area and was tinerefore able to glive us muca
additional information first nand.

(9a]
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