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Jear Sir, 
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I IN] RO flU CT ION 

Although this expedition was the result of a team 

I 
effort, the inspiration from the very beginning was that 
of Pete Finkla ire. He it was who, towards the end of 
Summer 1979, decided to assemble a small team to climb 
in the Indian Himalaya. His first approacn was to Bob 

I Nelson with whom he had made a trekking trip to the 
Kulu region (prior to a climb) in 1978. He then 

I 
invited me to be the nominal leader; it was necessary 
that one person should supervise the administrative 
arrangements and it was felt that my military rank might 
carry some weight among the Indian bureaucracy. The 
rest of the team consisted of Roger Phillips, Murray I Hodgson and Jenny Postance. With the exception of Murray 
all are members of the Royal Aircraft Establishment 
Mountaineering Club and even he is a one-time member. 

I The expedition had one great asset then at the very 
outset; all its members not merely knew each other but 
were close friends who dlimbed together regularly. 

I Consequently the whole trip may be characterised by the 
friendly and relaxed atmosphere and a total lack of 
friction. 

I I propose to describe our preparations and the 
approach in some detail since I believe there are many 

I
lessons to be learnt from our experience. 

PREPARAT IONS 

I The first task was to find an objective. Initially 
we co ncentrated on the Kulu since Pete had climbed there 
before. However when it became clear that most of the 
team preferred the trip to take place in July and August 

I we decided to move our attention further West and North. 
The Kulu, it seemed, sits astride a notional Monsoon 
line; that is, it may or may not be just affected by 

I the Monsoon during those months. We decided the risk 
was too great and looked therefore at areas beyond the 
influence of the Monsoon. We next explored the 

I possibility of a visit to the Karakorum but this was 
ruled out by the length of tile approaches, since none 
of us wished to be away from the UK more than 6 weeks. 

I Finally we came across that part of the Western 
extremity of the Greater Himalaya which extends North 

I 
and East of Kishtwar in the Indian State of Jamma and 
Kashmir. There were many unclimbed peaks over 6000m 
and among these we found Flat Top, blOOm. It was a very 
striking mountain, occupied an important position at 

I the head of the S branch of the Brammah glacier and 
appeared to be unclimbed. On making further enquiries 
it was recommended to us as an excellent objective 
by Mo Anthoine and Paul Nunn. Other possibilities were 

I mentioned but Flat lop henceforth headed our list. 
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TIe next job was to find out at least enough about 
tne mountain to be able to make an application to the 
Indian Mountaineering Foundation for permission to attempt 
it. A brief visit to the Alpine Club library yielded 
enough information to locate the peak on a rough sketch 
map (which has to be attached to the application) and 
to draft an itinerary. The application itself should be 
in the form of a letter to the Indian Mountaineering 
Foundation, do Ministry of Defence, 18 'Q' Block 
New Delhi 110011, and the details required to be included 
may be seen by obtaining a copy of the application form 
from the Indian High Commission in London. We had a 
reply very quickly from the IMF's clerical officer Sri 
Munshi Ram provisionally booking the peak for us and 
all that was required to confirm it was to send a bank 
draft for 3000 Rupees (then about £170). 

Having secured tne peak planning began in earnest 
at about Cnristmas 1979. The first priority was to find 
out as much as possible about the region, the peak and 
other people's experiences and this became my task. 
The prime sources are clearly a good map and previous 
expedition reports. The latter are to be found either 
at the Alpine Club or the RGS, but the former was something 
of a problem. The Indian Government forbid the export 
of OS maps of areas close to its frontiers. (Note: it 
is said that Liaison Officers are provided with up to 
date maps but this is not necessarily the case and 
cannot be relied upon). A very early, 1940s, 1:230,000 
series is available but is useless as far as the mountains 
are concerned. Many of the reports contain sketch maps 
and these can be used to gain information about the 
names of peaks. There is a Japanese ridge map 1:200,000 
of the whole area but this is now out of print, occasionally 
inaccurate and out of date as far as the names of peaks 
are concerned. 

I soon decided to make my own map using wnat information 
I could glean from reports and' the Japanese map, but 
relying upon satellite photographs purchased from NASA 
for the topography and this task occupied most of my spare 
time for the rest of the winter. The result was a hachured 
map in 1:200,000 and a copy may be seen in the Alpine Club 
library. 

As for information about the area, by far the best 
report available, and fortunately tne most relevant was that I of Anthony Vhetoii' s ascent of Bramman I in 1978. e also 
stuaicd the accounts of Charles Clarke, Rob Collist., 
Geoff Tier and several otners. Geoff Tier lives i1i the 

I Camberley area and was tuere fore able to give us muci 
additional info rnatiou first naid. 

I 
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It appeared that Flat Top had been attempted once 
in 1977 by Martin Boysen. lie nad chosen the west Ridge 
which rises from the col between Flat Top and Brammah I, 
but had DOCfl defeated by the weather in a particularly 
bad year. On studying photographs obtained from Ant 
Wteaton, Charles Clarke and Joe Brown (who attempted 
Brammah II in 1979) we decided on the Nortn Ridge, which, 
although longer than the West, seemed to offer a safer and 
easier route, in which latter expectation we were proved 
wrong. 

A meeting was held in January at Roger Phillips house 
and after much poring over pnotographs we turned our attention 
to the more mundane task of allocating responsibilities; 
Murray was to be Treasurer, Pete-Jenny would look after 
the food, Bob would arrange the flight to India and our 
insurance and I would provide the niedical kit while 
continuing to deal with the various authorities. In 
addition Murray undertook to design special tents (see 
Annex D) and to procure wnatever equipment we needed at the 
best possible discount, while Peter would consider what 
climbing equipment was needed and would design and make 
a snow snovel to be attached to the shaft of an ice-axe. 

We considered the itinerary, came to the conclusion 
that in order to have some 25 days above base camp we 
needed 6 weeks in all and went firm on the period mid-July 
to tae end of August. At the same time some rough costings 
seemed to suggest that each of us would have to contribute 
about £600 depending on the level of outside support and 
this proved to be a very accurate estimate. We discussed 
possible sources of finance but abandoned the idea of a 
major fund - raising effort in view of tne amount of work 
involved. The Mount Everest Foundation and BMC were of 
course approached and very generously each gave us £300. 

On a previous expedition to Dhalagiri IV Murray had 
a photograph made into a postcard which was then sold to 
raise funds and we decided to follow suit. A picture of 
Flat Top, taken by Ant Wheuton from Brammab I, was duly 
printed and a rubber stamp made with the name of the 
expedition on it. Eventually we sold over 300 of these. 
Eacn one was signed by the whole team and they were posted 
from the roadnead on our way into the mountain. To date 
we have not heard of any going astray. 

After Easter had passed we began work in real earnest. 

I The longest job was the purchase of food and the packing 
of it, first in waterproof 2 man-day packs (for details of 
tncse see Annex B) then into boxes together with Base 

I Camp food for transportation to India. I should point out 
here that the food was felt by the members of tne team 
to be one of the outstanding features of the trip and we 

I 
were all especially grateful to Pete and Jenny for the 
amount of careful planning and effort that they put in. 
The level of morale is an extremely important factor in 
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