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BATURA GLACIER EXPEDITION

Members

David Carr (UK), Nichola Davies (UK), Michael Frennet (USA),
Kees Dykvel (Netherlands) and Walter Phipps (UK)

Address and Telephone Number of Leader

Walter Phipps

40 Low Fellside
Kendal

Cumbria LA9 4NH

Telephone 0539 731774

Objectives

From Passu to establish a base camp in the Guchisham area on the
Batura Glacier. From there approach up side valleys on its
northern side to climb 6000m peaks in the eastern half of the
Lupgha Group. David Carr would then return to the UK whilst the
remaining members would return to Hunza and from there walk in and
set up a base camp on the Minapin Glacier in the Rakaposhi range
to climb 6000m peaks surrounding the glacier.

Summary

The expedition members succeeded in climbing a 5450m peak on the
Batura/Lupgha watershed, together with the lower 5800m summit of a
peak nearby. In the Minapin glacier area, ascents were made of a
peak above Diran base camp on the Minapin/Sikiang watershed and of
a 5678m peak just north of Diran itself.

Dates

Mid June Kees from Amsterdam to Rawalpindi, problems
with baggage

26 June Walter to Rawalpindi

27 June - 5 July Walter in Swat trekking. Suffers recurrence of
an old hip injury - unable to participate in
rest of expedition

1 July Nicky and Michael arrive in UK from USA

5-6 July David, Nicky and Michael from London to
Rawalpindi. Meet Walter

7-8 July Buy food and supplies in Rawalpindi

8 July Walter returns to UK

10-15 July Remainder of team travel to Karimabad. Kees

joins the expedition. Buy remaining food for
expedition. Travel to Passu

16-19 July Walk in to establish base camp near Guchisham
using 4 porters



23-28 July Nicky and Michael explore peak behind base
camp. Not possible to approach Lupgha Group.
Kees and David explore up the Pir Nalah valley

. to find a straightforward 10km approach to
eastern part of Lupgha range. With 2 bivouacs
from base camp they climb a snow peak,
estimated height 5450m, on the watershed.

Nicky and Michael follow, climb same peak and
explore ridge to east. Kees also solo climbs a
5800m peak to the east of the Pir Nalah valley
head but can only reach the lower summit.

31 July All of team return to Karimabad

David leaves Karimabad to return to UK

Other members walk into Minapin Glacier,
establish base camp

6-8 August Nicky and Michael climbed a peak on the
Minapin/Sikiang watershed above Diran base camp
in one long day’s climb. With a bivouac Kees
climbs a 5678m peak shown as peak 18625 on the
US Army map.

All of them return to Karimabad.

3 August

9 August

17 August Nicky and Michael return to UK. Kees travels
onto Japan through China

Preliminaries

The Mount Everest Foundation was approached for a grant. The MEF
but not the British Mountaineering Council helped us financially.
Cheap flights with Egypt Air were booked well in advance (6
months) with Trailfinders of London. Full payment was made to
ensure that no extra charges were added. Visa applications must
be made direct to Pakistan Embassy several months in advance.
Recommended purchases in Britain are dried egg powder, primer
paste, cereal bars, dehydrated food and mash. Cholera, typhoid,
polio, tetanus and Hepatitis A. Vaccinations and Malaria tablets
are all recommended. 250,000:1 US Army maps were bought from
Stamfords of London. The map has the title Baltit.

With judicious packing of hand luggage no freight charges were
paid. For this reason only a small amount of food could be
brought from England. Any object that could be classed as a
dangerous weapon was placed in the hold (ice axes, crampons,
penknives, batteries, etc). In Pakistan even camera batteries had

to be put in the hold.

A negligible amount of Pakistani Rupees can be bought in the UK
but the exchange desk at Karachi Airport seems to be open at all

hours and gives a good rate.

Personnel

The expedition experienced difficulties with retaining members!
Originally planned as a team of four this subsequently expanded to
seven then fell again to four, only two being original members.
Nicky and Michael having joined in the meantime. In Pakistan
Walter had to leave the expedition due to an old hip injury, his
place being filled on the spot by Kees, a friend of Walters who

was in Hunza at the time.



Journey from Karachi to Hunza and Porter Hire

Walter flew to Karachi 10 days early. Some of the original
members of the team had limited time available and the original
intention was for Walter to travel out earlier to arrange
transport and buy food so that the other members could then
immediately proceed into the mountains. By July the remaining
team members were not so pressed for time and it was agreed that
all members should share the task and with the change of plan
Walter spent this time trekking in Swat and sustained the hip
injury which prevented him joining the expedition.

On arrival in Karachi David, Michael and Nicky were able to obtain
standby seats on the first flight to Rawalpindi having bought
standby tickets. They met Walter at the Nadir Hotel in Pir Wadhi.
Money was exchanged at one of the large banks in Saddar Bazaar and
food such as tinned cheese, sardines, meat, tang powder, porridge
and candles were bought at a general store at Saddar Bazaar.

These were available in Karimabad but at a much higher price. We
did, however, purchase the remaining bulk items such as lentils,
rice, flour, milk powder, sugar, biscuits, sweets, onions, garlic

and dried fruit in Karimabad.

Tickets were bought for the Natco bus service to Gilgit (cost Rs
120 each) and we departed with our considerable luggage at 4am
arriving in Gilgit at 9.30pm the same day. It would have cost
little more to fly on PIA but the uncertainty of catching a flight
is a distinct disadvantage due to the vagarities of the weather.
We stayed at a cheap hotel and next day tickets were taken on a
scheduled mini but to Ganesh (fare Rs 33 each). A jeep
transported us up the rough road to Karimabad where we stayed at
the New Tourist Hotel, which is recommended. After buying food
and making these into 25kg loads we took several training walks in
the immediate vicinity. Kees joined the expedition at this point.
A jeep was hired to take us to Passu further up the Karakorum
Highway which is the starting point for the walk in to the Batura

Glacier.

We stayed at the Batura Inn which is highly recommended and asked
the friendly manager to arrange porters for us. Porter stages are
used as a basis for payment and in 1990 the rates were Rs 210 to
carry 25kg of equipment for 1 stage and return empty. The porters
carried their own food and clothing in addition. After some
discussions we arranged to take on four men who were from the
Shimsal Valley and arranged to leave the next day.

The Trek to Batura Glacier Base Camp

The stages used for payment did not limit the length of each day’s
walking. We were late settling off for the arduous 3 stages, 9-10
hour walk to Yashpirt where we intended to camp for the night and
only reached it at 8.30pm due to the 25kg loads we ourselves
carried. Other parties sometimes break this day into a 2 day
journey but there is very little water on route until Yashpirt is
reached. The Shimsal men were not as skilled at finding water on
route as were the more local Passu porters and this was something
of a disadvantage. The porters stayed the night with us at
Yashpirt before returning to Passu the next day as we would carry



the remaining loads ourselves up to Guchisham to get fit. The
flimsiness of the porters cold weather clothing was brought home
to us during the night when a storm brewed up and we had to double
up to permit the porters to shelter in our tents.

The remaining walks up to Guchisham, which were repeated over a
couple of days, were pleasant and enjoyable and base camp was set
up 1 mile short of Guchisham in the lee of a large boulder which
provided welcome shelter from the afternoon sun.

Key to Maps

(:) ------ route taken - number cross referenced in text

Routes - Batura

After a couple of days spent acclimatising and sitting out a short
spell of bad weather both teams set off on separate
reconnaissances/attempts carrying food and bivvy equipment for 4/5
days. Nicky and Michael climbed the steep slopes above and to the
north of the base camp hoping to find a ridge which appeared from
the map to lead easily to the eastern end of the Lupgha range.
This attempt is shown as route 1 on Map 2. This led then into a
high side valley which ended in a col at around 4700m looking down
a steep cliff to a side valley running east-west. There was no
easy way to the Lupgha range from there so, after spending a night
there, they returned to base camp to re-stock up on food and fuel
and then followed the route taken earlier by David and Kees up a
side valley just to the west called the Pir Nalah. David and
Kees, with a bivvy on route, had followed this for approximately
10km to arrive at a pleasant grassy meadow at around 4550m at the
foot of a shaley/snowy peak on the Batura/Lupgha watershead.
After a pleasant bivvy in one day they climbed the peak by its
easy, if tedious, south flank and easy south ridge and descended
its west and south flanks to the camp. We estimate the peak at
5450m. Nicky and Michael arrived at this camp and also climbed
this peak and traversed the watershead a little way towards the
east before descending the south flank to the meadow camp. We
named this apparently unnamed hill Susan’s Peak somewhat tongue in
cheek. This climb is shown as route 2 on Map 2.

Whilst David descended to base camp and Michael and Nicky climbed
this peak. Kees, with a bivvy on route, solo climbed a twin
peaked summit at the head of the western arm of the Pir Nalah
which the US Army map does not show at all. Due to poor snow
conditions and a heavily corniced ridge he was only able to reach
the lightly lower northern peak. We estimate this lower peak to
be 5800m. This climb is shown as route 3 on Map 2.

Both parties returned to meet David at base camp. Nicky and
Michael spent a few more days around base camp and walked up the
main Batura Glacier for a short way during the course of a days
walk whilst Kees and David returned to Passu in one days hard walk
aided by one porter. Nicky and Michael, aided by a porter,
followed a few days later. Whilst David had to return home Kees,
Nicky and Michael re-assembled in Karimabad prior to travelling by
bus down the Karakorum Highway to Minapin to commence the walk in
to the Minapin Glacier.



Trek to Diran Base Camp, Minapin Glacier

This was a 2 stage walk in and was completed in one day carrying
heavy loads and using no porters. A base camp was established on
the Diran base camp site and during a stay of under a week Nicky
and Michael ascended and descended in one day a valley just to the
north east of the base camp and climbed up onto the watershed
between the Minapin and Sikiang Glaciers at a height of
approximately 5200m. This route is shown numbered 4 on Map 3.
Kees meanwhile, with a bivvy on route, climbed the unnamed peak
marked 18625 (5678m) on the US Army map at the head of the Minapin
and separated from Diran by a high col and descended back to base
camp. This route is shown numbered 5 on Map 3. Nicky and Michael
descended to Minapin and thence to Karimabad before returning to
the UK and USA whilst Kees stayed on a couple of days at Diran
base camp before descending to Karimabad to continue his journey

on through China to Japan.

’
Illnesses

Apart from minor diarrhoea, which affected all members from time
to time, and Walter’s injury, which prevented him from joining the
expedition, Kees was troubled with Gardiasis throughout the
expedition which, despite treatment with Flagyl, kept recurring.
David on return to the UK was found to be suffering from
Campylobacta which kept him from work for another 2 weeks and
required treatment with Enthryomycin. A fairly extensive medical
kit was used to treat the above. Fortunately most of the kit was
not used. Medical Handbook for Mountaineers by Peter Steel
provided reassurance and good bedtime reading.

Food and Stores

At Base camp our diet was based on dhall, rice, chapattis,
processed cheese, tinned meat, sardines, porridge, apricots, dried
egg omlettes, and sweet milky tea. Fruit cake made in a pressure
cooker was not a conspicuous success but pancakes with honey and
jam were always popular. Away from base camp we ate dehydrated
meals with mash for evening meals and porridge for breakfasts.
Lunches consisted of cheese and sardines on crackers with cluster
bars. Cooking was done on MSR stoves using the local poor quality
kerosene which provided some problems with unblocking jets. We
recommend letting it settle for a few days before decanting it.

Drinking water can be a problem as a majority of the rivers and
streams are silty. Even the siltiest water is drinkable if you
avert your eyes but I do not recommend peppermint tea made with
it. The locals drink the silty water continuously and reckon it

is good for their health.



Expenses

Below is an approximate breakdown of total costs but these are
licated by the fact that Kees was already in Hunza and

com
traselled onto China whilst Walter travelled home 2 days after the
other 3 arrived.
pescription Amount
visas UK members only 90
Travel 4 from London not including

Kees from Amsterdam 1,800
Hill Food Total 120
Porters Batura 165
Hotel Accommodation, Food etc not

including Kees approx 250
Administration say 50

' 4

Total £2,475
Conclusion

Despite the handicap of losing its leader and experienced
organiser within 2 days of the other members arriving in Pakistan
and having to recruit a replacement on the spot the expedition was
successful in its admittedly modest aims of climbing some easy
peaks on the Lupgha watershed and around the Minapin Glacier.

The potential for small expeditions for climbing non-technical
easy peaks under 6000m in this region is vast and a commitment of
greater time would no doubt repay handsome dividends in terms of
peaks climbed. However you have to be choosy if you want an easy
approach. A UK expedition in the Batura at the same time tried to
approach the western end of the Lupgha group up the large , and on
the map, easy looking side glacier just beyond Guchisham but
failed due to the roughness of the glacier surface!

D H Carr

10 Bowland Drive
KENDAL

Cumbria
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